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Abstract: This abstract describes the ongoing efforts to establish standards and best practices for digitalizing Sanskrit 

manuscripts. It covers the challenges associated with preserving and accessing these ancient texts in a digital format, as well 
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Introduction: "Developing standards and best practices for Sanskrit manuscript digitalization" refers to the process of creating 

guidelines and protocols to ensure that the digitization of these ancient manuscripts is done in a way that respects their cultural and 

historical context, preserves the manuscripts for future generations and makes them widely available for study and research. This 

process may include collaboration with experts in various fields, including Sanskrit scholars, to establish guidelines and protocols 

for the digitization, preservation, and dissemination of manuscripts. 

 

Overview of Current Digitization Efforts for Sanskrit Manuscripts 

 

Several efforts are being undertaken by a variety of organizations, including universities, research institutions, and government 

agencies to digitally preserve and make Sanskrit manuscripts accessible. 

 

One major initiative is the Digital Library of India (DLI), which has digitized a large collection of Sanskrit manuscripts and made 

them available online. The DLI has also developed guidelines for digitization and is working to improve the accuracy and 

accessibility of the manuscripts it has already digitized. 

 

The National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) is a government organization in India that is actively working to digitize and 

preserve manuscripts from across the country, including many in Sanskrit.  

 

The Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (BORI) in Pune is one of the oldest and most respected institutes for Indological 

research in India and is home to a large collection of manuscripts in Sanskrit and other languages. BORI has been digitizing its 

manuscripts and making them available online for several years. 

 

The International Association of Sanskrit Studies (IASS) is also working to create a centralized repository of digitized 

manuscripts from various institutions around the world. 

 

Additionally, many universities around the world, like Harvard University and the University of Cambridge, have also initiated 

their digitization projects of Sanskrit manuscripts and made them available to the public. 

 

'Sanskrit Manuscripts' Project at the University of Warsaw in Poland, which has been digitizing and cataloging a collection of 

over 1,000 Sanskrit manuscripts from the collection of the University's Library.  

 

The University of Delhi is digitizing manuscripts from its collection, and making them available online as part of its Digital Library 

of India project. The project includes a wide range of manuscripts in Sanskrit and other languages, including texts on philosophy, 

religion, and other subjects. 

 

The National Library of India (NLI) located in Kolkata has been actively digitizing manuscripts from its collection, which 

includes many manuscripts in Sanskrit. The NLI is making these manuscripts available online as part of its digitization project and 

providing access to them for study and research. 

 

In general, the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts presents unique challenges, due to the complex scripts and the fragility of the 

materials. Digitization projects are taking great care in ensuring that the digital images accurately represent the original manuscripts 

and that the images are of high enough quality to be easily legible. 

Efforts also focus on developing optical character recognition (OCR) technology, to enable full-text search and easy access to the 

content of the manuscripts. This can be difficult due to the complexity of the scripts and the variations in handwriting used by 
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different scribes. These are a few examples of the digitization efforts underway for Sanskrit manuscripts in India. There are also 

smaller-scale digitization projects taking place at individual libraries and institutions. However, there is still a need to develop 

standardized guidelines and best practices for digitization to ensure the accuracy and longevity of digital versions. 

 

Indian Universities working on Sanskrit manuscript digitalization 

 

There are several Indian universities and academic institutions that specialize in the study of Sanskrit and are currently working on 

the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts: 

 

Central Sanskrit University, New Delhi: The Central Sanskrit University has the privilege of acting as the nodal agency for the 

implementation of Sanskrit-related policies & schemes of the Government of India. In that capacity, the university works in close 

coordination with the Ministry of Education, Government of India. It is specifically focused on promoting and preserving the Study 

of the Sanskrit language, literature, and culture. They have several manuscript digitization projects underway and their library has 

a good collection of manuscripts. It has several campuses across India and many of them have digitization projects of manuscripts 

running. 

 

Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri National Sanskrit University, New Delhi: The University is working on the digitization of the 

manuscripts available in its library and aims to make them available online for study and research. 

 

The National Sanskrit University, Tirupati: This is a premier university of higher learning in the field of Sanskrit studies and 

Indology, they have several projects in the pipeline for digitizing their manuscript collection which is quite extensive. 

 

Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi: The university is one of the premier institutions for higher learning in the field 

of Sanskrit studies. The University has a manuscript library containing thousands of manuscripts, many of which are in Sanskrit, 

and is working on the digitization of manuscripts to make them widely accessible for study and research. 

 

Kavya Vedic Research Foundation, Trichur: The Foundation is working on the digitization of manuscripts, specifically those 

related to Kavya and Vedic literature, which are primarily in Sanskrit. 

 

University of Pune, Pune: Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (BORI)’s efforts in preserving and digitizing Sanskrit 

manuscripts have already been mentioned earlier. 

 

The Sri Aurobindo Kapali Sastry Institute of Vedic Culture, Bangalore: The Institute is a premier center of Vedic studies in 

India and is working on the digitization of manuscripts, particularly those related to the Vedas and Vedic culture. 

 

Rashtriya Veda Vidya Pratishthan, New Delhi: An organization under the Ministry of Education, Government of India, The 

Pratishthan is working on the digitization of manuscripts that are related to Vedic studies. 

 

Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute, Chennai: The Institute is one of the premier research centers in India for the study of 

Indian Philosophy, Religion, Literature, and Culture. They have several manuscript digitization projects underway, and their library 

has a good collection of manuscripts. 

 

The Dharmsasthra National Law University, Jabalpur: The University is one of the premier institutions for higher learning in 

the field of Dharmashastra and has several manuscript digitization projects underway, they have an extensive collection of 

manuscripts which they are working on digitizing. 

 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)- Kharagpur, Roorkee, Kanpur, Guwahati, etc. These institutes have a good collection of 

manuscripts in the field of science, mathematics, and engineering along with literature and philosophy in Sanskrit. The Department 

of Humanities and Social Sciences of IITs has many projects underway to digitize a wide variety of manuscripts in Sanskrit. 

 

Some other institutes actively involved in Sanskrit Manuscript Digitalization are, 

 

National Institute of Technology (NIT), Tiruchirappalli; University of Calicut, Calicut; Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research (IISER), Pune; University of Delhi, Delhi; University of Calcutta, Kolkata; The University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad; 

Jadavpur University, Kolkata; The University of Mumbai, Mumbai 

 

National Manuscripts Mission: National Manuscripts Mission (NMM) is an initiative of the Government of India under the 

Ministry of Culture, which is actively working to digitize and preserve manuscripts from across the country, including many in 

Sanskrit. 

 

Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR): The Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) is a premier research 

organization that is working on several projects for the preservation, digitization, and dissemination of manuscripts, including many 

in Sanskrit. 
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State Central Library and State Library of some states in India: Many state central and state libraries are also actively working 

to digitize and preserve manuscripts in their collection, including many in Sanskrit. 

 

National Museum Institute of History of Art, Conservation and Museology, Delhi: National Museum Institute (NMI) has 

several manuscript digitization projects underway, from its collection in various languages. 

 

These are just a few examples of the Indian universities that are currently working on the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts, there 

are likely many other institutions and organizations that are also working on digitization efforts. 

 

Some Indian universities and academic institutions that specialize in both science and Sanskrit studies, and are currently working 

on the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts, these institutions are working on digitizing scientific texts which are written in Sanskrit, 

which is important to understand the traditional knowledge and scientific understanding at that time. These projects show the 

interdisciplinary nature of the field of study. 

 

The Need for Standardized Transcription Methods for Sanskrit Manuscripts. 

 

Standardized transcription methods for Sanskrit manuscripts are necessary to ensure the accuracy and consistency of the digitized 

texts. This is important for both preservation and accessibility, as digital images of manuscripts can only be read and understood if 

they are transcribed in a way that accurately represents the original text. 

 

There are several challenges when it comes to transcribing Sanskrit manuscripts. One of the biggest challenges is the wide variety 

of scripts used in the manuscripts. These scripts can vary in style, form, and structure, which can make it difficult to accurately 

transcribe the text. Also, manuscripts may include multiple scripts within one document, which further complicates the transcription 

process. 

 

Another challenge is the use of diacritical marks, which are used to indicate the correct pronunciation of the text. These marks can 

be subtle and difficult to distinguish, which can lead to transcription errors. 

 

To overcome these challenges, standardized transcription methods for Sanskrit manuscripts can be developed. These methods would 

establish guidelines for transcribing the text that takes into account the characteristics of the different scripts used, as well as the 

use of diacritical marks. The guidelines should be easy to follow and refer to and should cover aspects such as character sets, 

transliteration schemes, and orthographic guidelines. 

 

Standardized transcription methods would also help to improve the accuracy of OCR technology, which is used to convert digital 

images of manuscripts into searchable and editable text. This is important for making the manuscripts more widely accessible and 

for enabling scholars to research the texts. 

 

Use of Machine Learning in the Digitization of Sanskrit Manuscripts 

 

Machine learning (ML) is a powerful tool that has the potential to significantly improve the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts. 

ML algorithms can be used to automate various aspects of the digitization process, such as image processing, text recognition, and 

transcription. This can help to speed up the digitization process and improve the accuracy and consistency of digital images. 

 

One area where ML can be particularly useful is in the transcription of Sanskrit manuscripts. ML algorithms can be trained to 

recognize the different scripts used in the manuscripts, and to accurately transcribe the text, even when the script is unclear or 

difficult to read. This can help to overcome some of the challenges associated with transcribing Sanskrit manuscripts, such as 

variations in the script and the use of diacritical marks. Another area where ML can be applied is in the image processing of 

manuscripts. ML algorithms can be used to enhance the quality of digital images of manuscripts, by removing noise, adjusting 

contrast, and improving the overall resolution. This can help to make the manuscripts more legible and easier to read. 

 

ML can also be applied to the OCR process, by training the algorithms with a large dataset of manuscripts with various styles of 

script, handwriting, noise, and lighting conditions. This can help improve the accuracy of OCR software and make the text more 

easily searchable and accessible. 

 

The use of machine learning in the digitization of Sanskrit manuscripts can help to improve the efficiency, accuracy, and 

accessibility of the process. However, it's important to keep in mind that ML is only as good as the quality and quantity of the data 

you feed into it, so it's essential to have large and well-curated datasets to train the models. 

 

The Use of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) in Sanskrit Manuscript Digitalization 

The use of OCR in the digitalization of Sanskrit manuscripts can be challenging due to the complexity of the scripts and the 

variations in handwriting. The OCR software needs to be trained to recognize the different scripts and handwriting variations to 

ensure accurate transcription of the manuscripts. 
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One solution to this challenge is to use advanced OCR methods such as machine learning algorithms, which can be trained to 

recognize different scripts and handwriting variations. These algorithms can also be trained to improve their recognition accuracy 

on a specific set of manuscripts or script styles, by being fed a large dataset of the manuscripts. 

 

Another approach to improve OCR performance on the manuscripts is to use a combination of OCR and human correction. This 

process consists of using OCR software to automatically transcribe the text, then a team of experts, such as scholars and linguists, 

to review and correct any errors. This approach can improve the overall accuracy of the transcribed text. 

 

Collaboration with Experts to Establish Best Practices for Preserving Historical Context. 

 

Collaboration with experts is an essential aspect of developing best practices for preserving the historical context of Sanskrit 

manuscripts. These experts include scholars, librarians, curators, and other professionals who have knowledge and expertise in the 

field of manuscript studies, as well as in the languages, scripts, and cultural contexts of the manuscripts. By working together, these 

experts can provide a holistic and comprehensive approach to preserving the historical context of the manuscripts, and can ensure 

that they are handled, stored, and shared in a way that respects their cultural and historical significance. 

 

There are several ways that experts can assist in preserving the historical context of Sanskrit manuscripts. For example, experts in 

Sanskrit literature and language can help to provide accurate translations and transcriptions of the text. They can also provide 

context and explanations of any references, idioms, and cultural practices mentioned in the text, which would be difficult to 

understand otherwise. 

 

Experts can review the digital images of the manuscripts to ensure that they accurately represent the original texts. This can include 

checking for transcription errors, missing diacritical marks, and other issues that could affect the legibility or accuracy of the digital 

images. 

 

Sanskrit scholars: These experts are trained in the study of the language, literature, and culture of ancient India and have extensive 

knowledge of the historical context of Sanskrit manuscripts. They can guide the accurate transcription, translation, and interpretation 

of the manuscripts, as well as the most appropriate ways to share and disseminate digital images. 

 

Librarians and Archivists, who have expertise in managing and preserving manuscripts and other cultural heritage materials, can 

guide on issues such as preservation, digitization, cataloging, and access to the manuscripts 

 

Paleographers: These experts specialize in the study of ancient writing systems and can guide the accurate transcription of the 

manuscripts and the identification of the scripts used in the manuscripts. 

 

Archivists and conservators: These experts have specialized training in the preservation and conservation of manuscripts, and can 

guide the appropriate file formats and storage methods for digital images to ensure their long-term preservation. 

 

Historians and anthropologists: These experts specialize in the study of the history and culture of ancient India and can provide 

valuable insights into the historical and cultural context of the manuscripts. 

 

Museum Curators: They have knowledge and expertise in dealing with ancient manuscripts and artifacts and can guide the 

handling, care, preservation, and protection of manuscripts. 

 

Historians and Art Historians: These experts have a deep understanding of the historical context in which the manuscripts were 

created, and can provide insight into the cultural, social, and political context of the manuscripts. They can also guide how to handle 

and display the manuscripts in a way that respects their historical context. 

 

Linguists and Philologists: These experts are well-versed in the languages and scripts used in the manuscripts, and can guide the 

transcription and translation of the texts. They can also help to ensure that the digital images accurately represent the original texts. 

 

Archivists and Conservators: These experts are trained in the preservation and conservation of manuscripts, and can provide a 

guide, store, and display the manuscripts to ensure their long-term preservation. 

 

Traditional Knowledge Holders: These experts possess knowledge and understanding of the cultural, historical, and linguistic 

context of the manuscripts. They can guide how to handle and share the manuscripts in a way that respects their cultural context. 

They can also help to ensure the preservation and protection of the manuscripts by providing information on copyright, intellectual 

property rights, and traditional knowledge protection laws. 

 

Traditional knowledge holders, who are familiar with the oral tradition, cultural context, and use of the manuscripts, can provide 

insight on how to share and disseminate the manuscripts in a way that respects the cultural context and traditional knowledge of the 

manuscripts. 
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Digital Humanities specialists: These experts have the knowledge and skills to use technology to preserve and make manuscripts 

accessible, they can guide the most appropriate digital formats and the best way to transcribe, digitize, and share the manuscripts. 

 

The Creation of an Open-Source Digital Repository for Sanskrit Manuscripts 

An open-source digital repository is a collection of digital files that are made freely available to the public, typically under an open-

source license that allows for re-use and modification of the content. The creation of an open-source digital repository for Sanskrit 

manuscripts can have several benefits for the study and preservation of these texts. 

 

One of the Main Benefits is Increased Accessibility. An open-source repository would make the manuscripts available to a wider 

audience of scholars, researchers, and other interested individuals, regardless of their location or institutional affiliation. This can 

help to promote research and study of these texts, and can also foster collaboration and cross-disciplinary research. 

 

Another Benefit is Cost-Effectiveness. An open-source repository would allow institutions and organizations to share the costs of 

digitizing and preserving the manuscripts. This can be particularly beneficial for smaller institutions or organizations that may not 

have the resources to digitize and preserve the manuscripts on their own. 

 

The repository should have metadata on the manuscripts that can provide context such as date, origin, and script, among others. 

Additionally, it should have information on the condition, conservation, and preservation of the manuscripts, as well as information 

on their digitization process and quality control mechanisms. 

 

It can also facilitate the development of digital tools and resources that can enhance the study and research of manuscripts. These 

can include OCR, machine learning-based text-mining, annotation, and cataloging tools that can automatically extract information 

from the manuscripts and make them more easily searchable and accessible. 

 

Several open-source digital repositories for Sanskrit manuscripts have been created to preserve and make these ancient texts more 

widely available. Some examples include: 

 

The Digital Corpus of Buddhist Manuscripts: This is an open-source, digital repository of Buddhist manuscripts from India, 

Nepal, and Tibet. The project aims to digitize, preserve, and make accessible a large number of manuscripts, including many in 

Sanskrit. The manuscripts are made available online in searchable form and are accompanied by critical editions, translations, and 

other scholarly resources. 

 

The Sanskrit Manuscripts Digital Library: This is a digital repository that provides access to a wide range of manuscripts in 

Sanskrit and other languages, including texts on philosophy, religion, astronomy, medicine, and other subjects. The repository aims 

to make these texts more widely available for study and research, and many of the manuscripts are available in both digital form 

and as images of the original manuscripts. 

 

The Sanskrit Manuscripts Project: This project is a collaborative effort between the University of Washington and the University 

of Lausanne to create an open-source digital library of Sanskrit manuscripts. The project aims to digitize, preserve and make 

available a wide range of manuscripts from various collections in India and Nepal, including texts on philosophy, religion, grammar, 

and other subjects. 

 

The Parisarasastra Texts: This digital collection is focused on manuscripts of Indian architectural treatises and texts on Indian 

temples, temple architecture, and iconography. The project is a collaboration of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts, the 

Berlin State Library, and other European libraries, and it aims to digitize and make available a large number of manuscripts, many 

of which are in Sanskrit. 

 

some examples of Indian-based open-source digital repositories for Sanskrit manuscripts: 

 

The Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (BORI) Digital Library: This digital library is based at the Bhandarkar Oriental 

Research Institute in Pune, India, and it provides access to a wide range of manuscripts in Sanskrit and other languages. The 

collection includes texts on philosophy, religion, grammar, and other subjects, many of which are available in both digital forms 

and as images of the original manuscripts. 

 

The Centre for Studies in Civilizations (CSC) Digital Repository: This digital repository is based at the Centre for Studies in 

Civilizations in New Delhi, India, and it provides access to a wide range of manuscripts in Sanskrit, Pali, and other languages. The 

repository includes texts on philosophy, religion, history, and other subjects and it aims to make these texts more widely available 

for study and research. 

 

The Digital Library of India: This is a large digital repository of Indian books, manuscripts, and other cultural artifacts, which 

includes a large number of Sanskrit manuscripts. The repository was developed by the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, 

and is now maintained by the National Institute of Science Communication and Information Resources (CSIR-NISCAIR). 
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Each of the above repositories has its focus and collection, and they provide access to a wide range of manuscripts from various 

collections across India, Nepal, and other countries. 

 

Study of Optimal File Formats for Long-Term Digital Preservation of Sanskrit Manuscripts 

 

File format refers to the structure in which digital data is stored, and it can have a significant impact on the long-term preservation 

and accessibility of digital files. 

 

For long-term preservation, it's essential to choose file formats that are non-proprietary, open, and well-documented. These formats 

are more likely to be supported and maintained in the future, ensuring the accessibility of digital files. Also, formats that are lossless 

or lossy should be considered, it's important to choose lossless formats which preserve the digital files without losing any of the 

original information. 

 

Some file formats that are commonly used for the preservation of digital manuscripts include: 

 

TIFF: TIFF is a lossless file format that is commonly used for digital images. It supports a wide range of color depths and is suitable 

for images with a high degree of detail. 

 

PDF: PDF is a widely used file format for documents and is suitable for text-based manuscripts. It also supports high-resolution 

images and allows for embedded text and annotations. 

 

XML: XML is a markup language that can be used to represent the structure and content of manuscripts in a machine-readable 

format. It allows for the encoding of detailed information about the manuscript such as its authorship, composition, and context. 

 

TEI: ‘Text Encoding Initiative’ is another open-source format that is commonly used for Digital Humanities and manuscripts. It 

provides detailed encoding of text and structure and can include metadata, annotations, images, and other information. 

 

It's important to note that choosing the right format isn't a one-time decision, it's also important to have a migration plan to update 

the files in the future when required. For example, as technology advances, some formats may become obsolete and it will be 

important to update them to new formats to ensure long-term preservation and accessibility. 

 

Ethical Considerations in Digitizing and Sharing Sanskrit Manuscripts. 

 

Digitizing and sharing Sanskrit manuscripts raises several ethical considerations that need to be taken into account to ensure that 

the manuscripts are treated with the respect and care that they deserve. Some of the key ethical considerations include: 

 

Respect for Cultural Heritage: Sanskrit manuscripts are an important part of India and Nepal's cultural heritage and digitizing and 

sharing them can help to preserve this heritage for future generations. However, it is important to ensure that the manuscripts are 

treated with respect and that their digitization and sharing do not contribute to their degradation or loss. 

 

Privacy and Copyright: Many manuscripts may include personal information, images, and other sensitive content that should be 

protected. It is important to obtain the permission of the manuscript's owner or the appropriate authorities before digitizing and 

sharing it and to take steps to protect any sensitive information that it may contain. 

 

Authenticity and Accuracy: Digitization can create new possibilities for the manipulation and fabrication of the manuscripts and 

thus it's important to ensure that the digital images accurately represent the original manuscripts and that the images are of high 

enough quality to be easily legible. It's also important to ensure that the manuscripts are not altered or amended in any way that 

would affect their historical or cultural significance. 

 

Attribution: Digitizing and sharing manuscripts also carries a responsibility to provide clear and accurate information about the 

manuscripts' origins, authorship, and history, and to attribute any scholarly works that are based on the manuscripts. 

 

Informed Consent: It's important to have informed consent from the manuscript owners, custodians, or the authority having the 

rights over the manuscripts before digitizing and sharing them. 

 

Transparency: It's important to be transparent about the digitization process, and to provide clear information about how the 

manuscripts have been digitized, what steps have been taken to preserve their historical and cultural context, and how the digital 

images will be used and shared. 

 

Impact of Digitalization on Traditional Knowledge and Cultural Heritage. 

 

Digitalization of traditional knowledge and cultural heritage can have both positive and negative impacts. 
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On the positive side, digitalization can help to preserve and promote traditional knowledge and cultural heritage by making it more 

widely accessible to a global audience. It can also allow for the use of digital tools and resources to enhance the study and research 

of traditional knowledge and cultural heritage, making it more discoverable and searchable. Additionally, it can facilitate the sharing 

of traditional knowledge and cultural heritage among communities, helping to ensure its continued relevance and vitality. 

 

On the negative side, digitalization can also have an impact on traditional knowledge and cultural heritage by making it vulnerable 

to cultural appropriation, loss of context, loss of authenticity, and even commercialization. Without proper care and attention to a 

cultural context, digitalization can strip traditional knowledge and cultural heritage of their significance, meaning, and cultural 

context that it holds. 

 

Another concern is the loss of control over traditional knowledge and cultural heritage by the communities who created and maintain 

it, as digitalized materials can be easily shared and disseminated without their knowledge or consent. The lack of control over the 

distribution and use of digitalized traditional knowledge and cultural heritage can lead to exploitation, inaccuracies, and cultural 

misappropriation. 

 

There are several examples of digitalization impacting traditional knowledge and cultural heritage in India. 

 

Ayurvedic Medicine: Ayurvedic medicine is an ancient system of medicine that has been passed down for generations in India. 

However, with the digitization of traditional knowledge, Ayurvedic formulas and treatments are now widely available online. This 

has led to concerns about the loss of control over traditional knowledge, and the potential for commercialization and exploitation 

of the knowledge without the consent or involvement of the communities who created it. 

 

Folklore and Folk Art: India has a rich tradition of folklore and folk art, which is passed down from generation to generation. 

With the digitization of traditional knowledge, these stories and art forms can now be easily shared and spread, leading to concerns 

about the loss of cultural context and authenticity, as well as cultural appropriation and commercialization. 

 

Traditional Textile and Weaving: India has a rich history of traditional textile and weaving, which plays an important role in the 

country's economy and cultural heritage. However, with the digitization of traditional textile patterns and designs, they are now 

widely available online, which leads to a potential loss of control over traditional knowledge, as well as commercialization and 

cultural appropriation. 

 

Indigenous Knowledge: India has a diverse population, with many indigenous communities living in different parts of the country. 

Each of these communities has its traditional knowledge, which is passed down from generation to generation. With the digitization 

of traditional knowledge, this information can now be easily shared, leading to concerns about the loss of cultural context and 

authenticity, as well as cultural appropriation and commercialization. 

Conclusion: There are several organizations and initiatives that have developed standards and best practices for Sanskrit manuscript 

digitalization. These guidelines, developed by organizations such as the South Asian Language Resource Center (SALRC), the 

International Association of Sanskrit Studies (IASS), the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay, and the Center for the Study 

of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC), address issues such as character encoding, diacritical marks, and text segmentation. These 

guidelines provide a framework for ensuring the accuracy and consistency of digital transcriptions of Sanskrit manuscripts and are 

important for the preservation and study of these important cultural artifacts. However, it's important to note that these guidelines 

are not always mutually compatible and it's good to choose one and stick to it for a specific project. 
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14. The International Association of Sanskrit Studies (IASS) has also developed a set of guidelines for the digital transcription 

of Sanskrit manuscripts. These guidelines are based on the standards established by the SALRC and address similar issues. 

15. The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay has also developed a set of guidelines for the digital transcription of 

Sanskrit manuscripts. These guidelines are based on the standards established by the SALRC and IASS and address similar issues. 

16. The Center for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) at the University of Hamburg has also developed a set of 

guidelines for the digital transcription of Sanskrit manuscripts. 

http://www.ijrti.org/

