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Abstract: Five decades after India and China went to war on the Himalayan heights, the Sino-Indian border dispute remains 

in a stalemate despite numerous bilateral talks over the years. The Sino-Indian War of 1962 remains the primary reason 

for the vacillating relations between the two Asian neighbors. China and India share the longest disputed frontier in the 

world, extending over 4,057 kilometers, with a contentious Line of Actual Control (LAC) across the Himalayas. The China–

India border is divided into three sectors: the western, middle and eastern sectors. Both parties agree on the boundary of 

the middle sector, but disputes arise regarding the demarcation of the eastern and western sectors, which involve large 

disputed areas. In the western sector, India accuses China of occupying Aksai Chin — a strategic corridor linking Tibet to 

Western China — while in the eastern sector, China claims 90,000 square kilometers of land in the Indian state of Arunachal 

Pradesh, east of Bhutan, bordering Tibet. Moreover, China rejects the legality of the McMahon Line, which India considers 

to be the international border with China… 

Introduction:-  

The year 2020 marked the 70th anniversary of Sino-Indian relations and also became one of the watershed years in the history of 

bilateral ties between India and the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Following disagreements between the two countries over 

territorial delineation and their armies setting up military posts in or near disputed areas, Chinese and Indian troops clashed fiercely 

at Galwan Valley near Ladakh on 15 June 2020, leading to the death of 20 Indian soldiers and an unidentified number of Chinese 

troops (BBC 2020). The localized conflict escalated rapidly into a full-blown crisis, with both sides deploying additional troops, 

missile launchers, and armed helicopters. By all appearances, China and India were on the brink of another war. Further escalation 

was prevented by a timely intervention by political and military officials, however, the brutality and magnitude of the violence 

witnessed during the few days that the crisis lasted has complicated the disengagement process, since neither country wanted to be 

seen as compromising on its national interests (Peri 2021). The Galwan Valley clash was significant for two reasons; first because 

it shattered the 1988 consensus of keeping the border dispute divorced from the broader relationship and repositioned the border 

dispute at the centre of bilateral ties, making diplomatic and economic relations contingent upon developments on the border 

(Vasudeva 2020). Second, the animosity exhibited by the two sides reversed years of hard-won diplomatic and political 

improvements that had strengthened cooperative structures, setting bilateral ties back years and placing the Sino-India relationship 

at crossroads where prospects for a major reset appear bleak. The first attribute is perhaps more damaging because the border dispute 

was already a major driving factor in Sino-Indian rivalry, and its increased prominence is likely to intensify feelings of hostility in 

New Delhi and Beijing. Moreover, as the existing bilateral border management framework appears to be severely compromised, 

the rise of border tensions portend a new era of uncertainty where bilateral interaction will be more adversarial, conflict-prone, and 

volatile. 

Research Objectives  

To look into the relationship of India and China from a historical perspective. 

To analyse the various factors for dispute between the two nations. 

To see whether there has been any change in the relationship of India and China. 

To see what can be done to improve the bilateral relationship of India and China. 

To provide extensive business services on a wide range of business interests and concerns to individuals member companies. 

Assist government in economic policy formulation through in – depth policy research. 

Methodology 

My article is totally based on secondary source like that government website, articles, magazines news, paper and soon ... 

70 years of Relationship between India and china border issues 

On April 1, 2020, China and India usher in the important moment of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations. Looking around the world, China and India, as the only two emerging countries with a population of more than 1 billion, 

shoulder the historical mission of national rejuvenation, play a key role in the process of the collective rise of developing countries, 

and inject strong momentum into the profound changes unseen in a century.  At this moment, it is particularly important to revisit 

the original aspiration of establishing diplomatic relations 70 years ago and carry forward the spirit of good neighborliness and 

friendship, unity and cooperation. 

Looking back at the past 70 years, China-India relations have moved ahead despite wind and rain and gone through an extraordinary 

development path. In the 1950s, the leaders of the older generation of the two countries made the historical decision to establish 

diplomatic relations between China and India, and jointly advocated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. "Hindi Chini Bhai 

Bhai" (Indians and Chinese are brothers) resounded throughout our two countries. From the 1980s, the two sides agreed to solve 

the boundary question through peaceful and friendly consultation, established strategic and cooperative partnership for peace and 

prosperity, and achieved all-round development of bilateral relations. After 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi initiated the "hometown diplomacy", held two informal summits in Wuhan and Chennai respectively, 
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carried out strategic communication on overarching, long-term and strategic issues of global and regional importance, and agreed 

to strengthen the closer partnership for  development between the two countries. 

Today's achievements of China-India relations embodied the great efforts of several generations of our two peoples. We can draw 

some inspirations and experiences from the past. First, adhere to the strategic guidance of the leaders. Second, grasp the general 

trend of friendly cooperation. Third, expand the momentum of mutually beneficial cooperation. Fourth, enhance the coordination 

on international and regional affairs. Fifth, properly manage differences. 

At present, China-India relations stand at a new starting point and usher in new opportunities. We should draw wisdom from our 

thousands of years of civilizations and explore a way for neighboring and emerging major countries to get along with each other in 

accordance with "enhancing mutual trust, focusing on cooperation, managing differences and seeking common development". We 

also need to master the four keys of "leading, transmitting, shaping and integrating". "Leading" means to reach consensus and guide 

the direction of the development of bilateral relations under the guidance of our two leaders. "Transmitting" means to transmit the 

leaders’ consensus to all levels and translate it into tangible cooperation and outcomes. "Shaping" means to go beyond the mode of 

managing differences, shape bilateral relations actively and accumulate positive momentum. "Integrating" means to strengthen 

exchanges and cooperation, promote convergence of interests and achieve common development. 

Indian President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have both said that the whole world is a family, which strike 

a chord with Chinese philosophy concept of "universal peace" and "universal love". The ancient oriental wisdom is still full of 

vitality today. I believe that China and India have enough foresight and ability to join hands to realize "Dragon-Elephant Tango", 

create brilliant future in the next 70 years and write together a new chapter in building a community with a shared future for 

mankind! 

On April 1, 2020, China and India usher in the important moment of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations. Looking around the world, China and India, as the only two emerging countries with a population of more than 1 billion, 

shoulder the historical mission of national rejuvenation, play a key role in the process of the collective rise of developing countries, 

and inject strong momentum into the profound changes unseen in a century.  At this moment, it is particularly important to revisit 

the original aspiration of establishing diplomatic relations 70 years ago and carry forward the spirit of good neighborliness and 

friendship, unity and cooperation. 

Looking back at the past 70 years, China-India relations have moved ahead despite wind and rain and gone through an extraordinary 

development path. In the 1950s, the leaders of the older generation of the two countries made the historical decision to establish 

diplomatic relations between China and India, and jointly advocated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. "Hindi Chini Bhai 

Bhai" (Indians and Chinese are brothers) resounded throughout our two countries. From the 1980s, the two sides agreed to solve 

the boundary question through peaceful and friendly consultation, established strategic and cooperative partnership for peace and 

prosperity, and achieved all-round development of bilateral relations. After 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi initiated the "hometown diplomacy", held two informal summits in Wuhan and Chennai respectively, 

carried out strategic communication on overarching, long-term and strategic issues of global and regional importance, and agreed 

to strengthen the closer partnership for  development between the two countries. 

Today's achievements of China-India relations embodied the great efforts of several generations of our two peoples. We can draw 

some inspirations and experiences from the past. First, adhere to the strategic guidance of the leaders. Second, grasp the general 

trend of friendly cooperation. Third, expand the momentum of mutually beneficial cooperation. Fourth, enhance the coordination 

on international and regional affairs. Fifth, properly manage differences. 

At present, China-India relations stand at a new starting point and usher in new opportunities. We should draw wisdom from our 

thousands of years of civilizations and explore a way for neighboring and emerging major countries to get along with each other in 

accordance with "enhancing mutual trust, focusing on cooperation, managing differences and seeking common development". We 

also need to master the four keys of "leading, transmitting, shaping and integrating". "Leading" means to reach consensus and guide 

the direction of the development of bilateral relations under the guidance of our two leaders. "Transmitting" means to transmit the 

leaders’ consensus to all levels and translate it into tangible cooperation and outcomes. "Shaping" means to go beyond the mode of 

managing differences, shape bilateral relations actively and accumulate positive momentum. "Integrating" means to strengthen 

exchanges and cooperation, promote convergence of interests and achieve common development. 

Indian President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi have both said that the whole world is a family, which strike 

a chord with Chinese philosophy concept of "universal peace" and "universal love". The ancient oriental wisdom is still full of 

vitality today. I believe that China and India have enough foresight and ability to join hands to realize "Dragon-Elephant Tango", 

create brilliant future in the next 70 years and write together a new chapter in building a community with a shared future for 

mankind! 

Memorabilia of 70th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between China and India 

Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Central People’s Government of China, met with Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in October 

1954. 

On April 1, 1950, China and India established diplomatic relations. India was the first non-socialist country to establish relations 

with the People's Republic of China. " Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai " has become a catchphrase from that time and a much-told story in 

the history of bilateral exchanges. 

In 1954, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai visited India. China and India signed the Joint Statement and jointly advocated the Five 

Principles of Peaceful Coexistence . In the same year, Indian Prime Minister Nehru visited China. He was the first head of 

government of a non-socialist country who visited China since the founding of the People's Republic of China. 

Zhou Enlai, Premier of Government Administration Council of the Central People’s Government of China, visited India and jointly 

advocated the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence in June 1954. 
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In 1955, Premier Zhou Enlai and Prime Minister Nehru attended the Asian-African Conference in which 29 countries participated 

in Bandung, Indonesia and jointly advocated the Bandung Spirit of solidarity, friendship and cooperation. 

In 1962, the border conflict led to a serious setback in bilateral relations. 

In 1976, China and India restored ambassadorial relations and bilateral ties improved gradually. 

Deng Xiaoping, Chairman of the Central Military Commission met with Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in December 1988. 

In 1988, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China, initiating the process of normalization of bilateral relations. The two 

sides agreed to "look forward" and develop bilateral relations actively in other fields while seeking a mutually acceptable solution 

to boundary question. 

In 1991, Premier Li Peng visited India. The Prime Minister level mutual visits were restored after decades of suspension. 

In 1992, Indian President R. Venkataraman visited China. He was the first President who visited China since the independence of 

the Republic of India. 

In 1993, Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao visited China. Agreement between the Government of China and the Government 

of India on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual Control in the India-China Border Areas was signed. 

In 1996, President Jiang Zemin visited India. He was the first head of state from China who visited India since the establishment of 

bilateral ties. Both sides agreed to build a constructive partnership of cooperation oriented towards the 21st century. Agreement 

between the Government of China and the Government of India on Confidence Building Measures in the Military Field along the 

Line of Actual Control in the India-China Border Areas was signed. 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin visited India and held talks with Indian President Shankar Dayal Sharma and Prime Minister Dewe 

Gowda in November 1996. 

In 2000, Indian President K R Narayanan visited China on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

ties between China and India. 

In 2002, Premier Zhu Rongji visited India. Both sides agreed to enhance mutual understanding and trust and promote exchanges 

and cooperation in various fields. 

In 2003, Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee visited China. The two sides signed The Declaration on the Principles and Comprehensive 

Cooperation in China-India Relations, and agreed to establish the special representatives meeting mechanism on India-China 

boundary question. 

In 2005, Premier Wen Jiabao visited India. China and India signed the Joint Statement and declared the establishment of the strategic 

and cooperative partnership for peace and prosperity. The two sides welcomed signing of the Agreement on the Political Parameters 

and Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question. 

Chinese President Hu Jintao met with Indian President Abdul Kalam in New Delhi in November 2006. 

In 2006, President Hu Jintao visited India. The two sides signed a   Joint Declaration to formulate the ten-pronged strategy for 

deepening the strategic and cooperative partnership. 

In 2008, Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh visited China. "A Shared Vision for the 21st Century" was agreed upon by the 

two governments. 

In 2010, Indian President Patil visited China in May, which coincided with the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

ties between China and India. In December, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visited India and the two sides issued a Joint Communiqué. 

2011 was the "China-India Exchange Year". Both sides held a series of people-to-people and cultural exchange activities, and 

signed a memorandum on joint compilation for the "Encyclopedia of India-China Cultural Contacts". A 500-member Indian youth 

delegation visited China. 

2012 was the “Year of China-India Friendship and Cooperation”.  President Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao met with Indian 

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh respectively on the sidelines of the 4th BRICS Summit and the United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development. A 500-member Chinese youth delegation visited India. 

In 2013, President Xi Jinping met with Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on the sidelines of the 5th BRICS Summit in 

Durban, South Africa in March. Premier Li Keqiang visited India in May and the two sides released a Joint Statement. Prime 

Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited China in October. 

2014 is the "China-India Friendly Exchange Year". In September, President Xi Jinping paid a state visit to India and visited Indian 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's home state of Gujarat. The two sides issued Joint Statement on Building a Closer Developmental 

Partnership. In the same year, President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang met with Prime Minister Modi respectively on the 

sidelines of the 6th BRICS Summit and the Leaders' Meetings on East Asia Cooperation in Myanmar. 

In 2015, Indian Prime Minister Modi visited China and went to President Xi Jinping's hometown Xi'an. In the same year, President 

Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang met with Prime Minister Modi respectively on the sidelines of the 7th BRICS Summit in Ufa 

and the Leaders' Meetings on East Asia Cooperation in Malaysia. China decided to open the Nathu La Pass to Indian official 

pilgrims to Xizang. India celebrated the India Tourism Year in China. 

In 2016, Indian President Mukherjee visited China. Prime Minister Modi visited China to attend the G20 Summit in Hangzhou and 

met with President Xi Jinping on the sidelines. President Xi Jinping visited India to participate in the 8th BRICS Summit in Goa 

and met with Prime Minister Modi on the sidelines. China celebrated China Tourism Year in India. 

In 2017, President Xi Jinping met with Prime Minister Modi on the sidelines of the SCO Summit in Astana. Prime Minister Modi 

visited China to attend the 9th BRICS Summit in Xiamen and met with President Xi Jinping on the sidelines. 

In 2018, President Xi Jinping held an informal meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Wuhan. They had in-depth 

discussions and reached broad consensus on the overarching, long-term and strategic issues of global and bilateral importance and 

their respective visions for national development as well as domestic and foreign policies. The informal meeting set up a new model 

of exchanges between two leaders and became a milestone in the history of bilateral relations. In the same year, Prime Minister 
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Modi visited China to attend the SCO Summit in Qingdao and met with President Xi Jinping on the sidelines. The two leaders met 

again on the sidelines of the 10th BRICS Summit and the G20 Summit in Buenos Aires later in the year. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping held an informal meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Wuhan in April 2018. 

In 2019, President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Modi held the second informal meeting in Chennai, reaffirmed the Wuhan 

consensus and agreed to build a closer partnership for development, enhance the in-depth strategic communication, promote 

mutually beneficial cooperation in various fields, and advance exchanges and mutual learning between the two civilization. 

CONCLUSION 

The India-China relationship has been very tumultuous from the 1950 s and has gone from phases of friendliness to hostility to 

friendliness. The disputes that have arisen in the two nations have had an obvious impact on the bilateral relationship between the 

two nations but it can be observed that despite all the factors, it has been stable in the past few years and is improving in many 

sectors. 

In military region, although there has been peace and tranquility on the borders which is achieved in the recent years, the border 

intrusion incidents have resulted in a subsequent increase in the military expenditure of both the nations. There have been trust 

issues between both the countries which has further led to a security dilemma and therefore there has been an arms race between 

the two countries. 

The Sino-Pakistan relationship which is very brotherly has played a primitive role in deciding the relationship of India and China 

because in the present multipolar world, Pakistan has faced opposition from United States due to the terror activities that take place 

within the country and therefore it sides with China. India has close ties with United States and this has been a reason for the conflict 

between the two countries. 

Pakistan is supported by China and is being armed by China which is very threatening for both India as well as United States. China 

has often taken advantage of the cold war between India and Pakistan. Kashmir which is an issue in Indo-Pakistan relationship is 

also a crucial to China for its strategic relevance. Thus, it can be said that Pakistan is a central factor in determining the Sino-India 

relationship. 

Regardless of all the controversial factors present between the two countries, China has emerged as India's largest trading partner. 

The trade between the two countries has increased in the recent times. The summits and the diplomatic visits between the two 

countries has successful in improving the relationships between the two countries. 

There are a number of ways by which the relationship of both the countries can be improved. More focus should be put on dialogue 

than disruption as constant dialogue is a crucial factor for both the countries. India should focus more on the domestic policy as it 

would ultimately make the nation stronger therefore leaving no scope for suspicion. Finally, the past lessons should be taken into 

view.  
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