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Abstract- This paper explores the significant contributions of Mary Wollstonecraft to the education and 

empowerment of women in the modern era. The paper delves into Wollstonecraft's seminal work, "A Vindication 

of the Rights of Woman," examining her arguments for women's education as a means to achieve equality and 

empowerment. This paper is based on a qualitative research approach using some primary and secondary data 

sources to explore unexplored potential causes of empowerment and women's education. The objective of this 

paper explores the significant contributions of Mary Wollstonecraft to the education and empowerment of 

women in the modern era. The analysis begins with an examination of Mary Wollstonecraft's contribution to the 

18th-century women's empowerment movement. Wollstonecraft's emphasis on education as a means of 

empowerment, her critique of gender roles and norms, and her advocacy for women's political and legal rights 

serve as foundational pillars for subsequent discussions. It also explores the implications of her ideas for the 

contemporary women's empowerment movement, highlighting her continued relevance in addressing ongoing 

challenges and shaping the pursuit of gender equality. Finally, the paper delves into Wollstonecraft's seminal 

work, "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," examining her arguments for women's education as a means to 

achieve equality and empowerment. Concludes by reflecting on new perspectives on women's empowerment 

emerging from the synthesis of this influential thinker. This paper contributes to the existing literature on 

women's empowerment through a comprehensive exploration of a new perspective. 
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Introduction:  

Mary Wollstonecraft, an influential philosopher and writer, advocated for women's education and empowerment. She 

thought that women should have the same educational possibilities as men, allowing them to develop their intelligence 

and contribute effectively to society.  Wollstonecraft's beliefs provided the framework for later feminist movements by 

pushing for women's rights, independence, and the recognition of their intellectual capacities. Wollstonecraft 

emphasized that women should have access to quality education in order to develop their potential. They have the brains 

and cognitive capacity to contribute significantly to society. She believed that an educated woman would not only better 

her own life, but would also benefit her family and community. Wollstonecraft's campaign for women's rights and 

equality continues to influence gender and education conversations today; her ideas established the groundwork for the 

feminist movement. She claimed that women's logic and moral sense were equal to men's, and she advocated for equal 

educational and career possibilities. Her work, particularly her book "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," 

challenged traditional norms and sparked discussions about gender equality, impacting the discourse on women's rights 

and empowerment. Her ideas formed the framework for modern feminist thought and continue to resonate today. 

Wollstonecraft believed that education was critical for women to break free from cultural restraints, develop their 

intellect, and achieve true independence. Her thoughts on the role of education in empowering women challenged 

conventional norms and cleared the way for conversations about gender equality and women's rights. Her thoughts were 

groundbreaking for their day, since she claimed that women should have equal access to educational opportunities as 

men, allowing them to develop their intellectual and moral capacities. Wollstonecraft felt that education might change 

the world. women could become more active and engaged citizens, capable of participating fully in society. Her work 

laid the foundation for future feminist movements and discussions on gender equality. 

 

➢ Review of Related Literature 

Studies conducted in Abroad  

Bezari (2021) conducted a study on Vindicating knowledge Mary Wollstonecraft's defines of female education. The 

objectives of the study are probes Mary Wollstonecraft’s ideas with regard to female education and the participation of 
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eighteenth-century women in public dialogue. It focuses on the Vindication of the Rights of Woman as a response to 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s observations on the ideal woman. An analysis of the literary salons will help trace the premises 

of the ideological conflict which was created after Rousseau’s death in 1778 and marked the long eighteenth century. 

Abbott (2018) conducted a study on a new genus Mary Wollstonecraft and the feminization of elocution. The 

objectives of the study are influence of Mary Wollstonecraft's thought on the development of women's literature 

Relatively little recognition has been accorded her work The Female Reader. Yet that text is the first elocutionary text 

written by a woman, specifically for women, and which includes numerous selections from writing by woman authors. 

As such, Wollstonecraft's work initiated a place for women in the influential and enduring elocutionary movement. The 

Female Reader also inspired other authors, female and male, to continue the production of elocutionary manuals 

intended for women throughout the 18th and 19th centuries. Thus, Wollstonecraft and her Female Reader were 

significant in establishing a tradition of women's participation in rhetorical theory and pedagogy. 

Studies conducted in India 

Tripathi (2023) investigated ‘an Early voice of Girl’s Education and Rationality Mary Wollstonecraft’. Mary 

Wollstonecraft was a pioneering feminist of the 18th century. His extraordinary attitude towards women made him a 

revolutionary figure. His life and intellectual suffering Companionship engraves her as the flag bearer of feminism. 

There was a time when women were only there to please men and raise children. The objectives of the study are to 

discuss Mary Wollstonecraft's mindset regarding women's empowerment and education in the 18th century. Studying 

Mary, was a hair-raising experience, her thinking was beyond modernization and merely logical. The entire major 

aspects of the education system highlighted by Mary Wollstonecraft are discussed. The article attempts to compare 

education according to Wollstonecraft and 21st-century education. 

Guho (2017) conducted a study on ‘exploration of Mary Wollstonecraft’s writings mary, a fiction and letters 

written during a short residence in Sweden, Norway and Denmark’. The remarkable point here is the 

representation of liberal feminism in light of Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 

and other literary works. In this paper, the researcher explores Mary Wollstonecraft as a liberal feminist writer. 

Analysed his vindication of women's rights due to his emphasis on women's education and individuals. The 

researcher tried to analysed his first complete novel Mary: A Fiction (1788) in which Mary is the protagonist, 

who deals with her social and personal relationships. The researcher takes his personal narrative travel letters 

of the eighteenth century, analysing letters written during a short stay in Sweden, Norway and Denmark (1797) 

through which we can establish Wollstonecraft as a nature artist. In addition to this text, related journals, 

articles and other textbooks are used as secondary sources for this research. 

 

The Problem under the study is stated as-   

The researcher therefore made a decision to take up the following matter as the problem of his study and the selected 

title of her research work is stated below: 

Wollstonecraft’s Contribution to the Education and Empowerment of Women in the Modern Era 

 

Objective of the study:  

➢ To find out the contribution of Wollstonecraft in the field of women’s education in modern era.  

➢ To evaluate the contribution of Wollstonecraft in the field of empowerment in modern era.  

 

Research questions: 

➢ There any contribution of Wollstonecraft's ideas regarding women's empowerment in modern era? 

➢ There any contribution of Wollstonecraft's ideas regarding women's education in modern era? 

 

Methodology: 

The present study is historical in nature. Both primary and secondary sources have been taken for data analysis and the 

data for this study have been drawn from historical documents. It is also a documentary analysis and the researcher 

would like to make his conclusion on the basis of documentary analysis. 

 

• Various aspects of Wollstonecraft’s thoughts regarding women’s Education & empowerment: 

Mary Wollstonecraft, an 18th-century philosopher and feminist, is renowned for her groundbreaking thoughts on 

women's education and empowerment. Her seminal work, "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman" (1792), serves as a 

cornerstone for discussions on various aspects of women's education and empowerment. Wollstonecraft argued 

passionately for the equal education of women, contending that women possessed the same capacity for reason and 

virtue as men. She believed that denying women access to education perpetuated their subjugation and hindered societal 

progress. In her view, education was the key to emancipating women from the shackles of ignorance and dependency. 
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Central to Wollstonecraft's thoughts was the notion that women's empowerment required more than just academic 

knowledge. She emphasized the importance of cultivating reason and rational thinking in women and advocating for an 

education that would enable them to participate actively in civic life. 

❖ Contribution of Wollstonecraft in the field of women’s education in modern era.  

some key contributions of Wollstonecraft in the field of women's education: 

Advocacy for Women's Education: Wollstonecraft was a staunch advocate for the education of women. She argued 

that women should receive an education that goes beyond mere accomplishments and focuses on the development of 

reason and virtue. She believed that education was essential for women to become rational, independent individuals 

capable of contributing meaningfully to society. 

Intellectual Equality: Wollstonecraft argued for the intellectual equality of men and women. She rejected the prevailing 

notion that women were inherently inferior in intelligence and reason. Instead, she asserted that women had the same 

capacity for intellectual growth and should be given equal opportunities for education. 

Importance of Rational Education: Wollstonecraft emphasized the importance of rational education for both men and 

women. She believed that an education focused on reason and critical thinking would empower women to participate 

in public life, engage in meaningful conversations, and contribute to the betterment of society. 

Economic Independence: Wollstonecraft connected education with economic independence for women. She argued 

that educated women would be better equipped to participate in various professions and occupations, thereby gaining 

economic independence. This perspective laid the groundwork for future feminist movements that sought to break down 

barriers to women's economic empowerment. 

Critique of Social Expectations: Wollstonecraft critiqued societal expectations that confined women to domestic roles 

and denied them access to the same educational opportunities as men. She argued that such limitations perpetuated 

inequality and hindered the overall progress of society. 

Influence on Feminist Thought: Wollstonecraft's work laid the foundation for feminist thought and activism. Her ideas 

about women's education and rights were influential in shaping later feminist movements that sought to dismantle 

gender-based discrimination and promote equal opportunities for women in all aspects of life, including education. 

Mary Wollstonecraft's contributions to the field of women's education were groundbreaking, and her ideas continue to 

inspire discussions on gender equality and women's rights in the modern era. Her work has left a lasting legacy and has 

significantly contributed to the evolution of women's education and empowerment. 

 

❖ Contribution of Wollstonecraft in the field of empowerment in modern era.  

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–1797) was a prominent figure in the field of empowerment, particularly in the context of 

women's rights and education. Her contributions, especially through her seminal work "A Vindication of the Rights of 

Woman" (1792), have had a profound and lasting impact on the modern era's understanding of gender equality and 

women's empowerment. Here are some key contributions of Wollstonecraft: 

 

Advocacy for Women's Education: 

Wollstonecraft argued passionately for women's education, asserting that women should have access to the same 

educational opportunities as men. She believed that education was essential for women to develop their rational faculties 

and to become virtuous and capable individuals. Her emphasis on education laid the groundwork for later feminist 

movements that sought to address disparities in educational opportunities. 

Championing Rationality and Reason: 

Wollstonecraft challenged prevailing notions of women as inherently inferior or emotionally unstable. She argued that 

women, like men, were rational beings and should be treated as such. By advocating for the development of women's 

reasoning abilities, she laid the foundation for the idea that women should be active participants in public life, capable 

of making informed decisions. 

Critique of Traditional Gender Roles: 

Wollstonecraft critiqued the traditional roles assigned to women in society, such as being confined to the domestic 

sphere and being overly dependent on men. She advocated for the dismantling of these restrictive roles, encouraging 

women to pursue a broader range of activities and roles beyond marriage and motherhood. Her critique of gender roles 

was a pioneering effort in challenging the status quo. 

Equality in Marriage: 

Wollstonecraft argued for the idea of marriage as a partnership between equals. She opposed the prevailing view of 

marriage as a hierarchical institution and advocated for mutual respect and companionship between spouses. Her ideas 

laid the groundwork for later feminist movements that sought to redefine the dynamics of marital relationships. 

Influence on Feminist Movements: 

Wollstonecraft's writings, particularly "A Vindication of the Rights of Woman," became a foundational text for feminist 

movements that emerged in the 19th and 20th centuries. Her ideas inspired later feminists to continue the fight for 
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women's rights, contributing to significant advancements in areas such as suffrage, reproductive rights, and workplace 

equality. 

Recognition of Economic Independence: Wollstonecraft recognized the importance of economic independence for 

women. She argued that women should have the opportunity to work and support themselves financially, thereby 

gaining greater control over their lives. This perspective laid the groundwork for later feminist movements that focused 

on economic empowerment and workplace equality. 

 

While Mary Wollstonecraft's ideas were controversial in her time, her contributions have proven to be enduring and 

have significantly shaped the discourse on gender equality and empowerment in the modern era. Her work laid the 

intellectual foundation for subsequent generations of feminists who continued to push for social and legal reforms to 

advance the rights of women. 

 

 

Findings  

In the 16th century, gender equality remained a pipe dream in many countries. While women wished to have access to 

son crucial sectors of society, patriarchy and other structures discriminated against them. It was around this time that 

Mary Wollstonecraft wrote her book A Vindication of the Rights of Women. In this masterpiece, which was later 

recognized as a feminist work of art, Wollstonecraft advocated primarily for women's education. She believed that 

education for women was the most important strategy for achieving independence. This study discusses Wollstonecraft's 

ideas on women's education and its effects on relationships. The declarations of Wollstonecraft that women were capable 

of learning were ineffably unheard of during her time and she attempted to deconstruct this notion by asserting that 

women's minds were real organs. During this time, most people were of the idea that women are emotional creatures 

whose minds were only around the heart where all emotions and feelings originated Wollstonecraft used medical 

explanations of the brain and its nerves in justifying literary philosophy and its relevance in the life of a woman as well 

as the men. Due to these beliefs, she proposed that women should be taken through an education system that them to be 

independent of childhood, thereby thinking and taking actions upon themselves (Wollstonecraft 88) She believed their 

women, like men, experience problems that are related to the functioning of the body or the minds, and these problems 

needed to be solved with higher cognition that can only be attained through education. She, therefore, argued that women 

should be put through curriculums that focused on the improvement of the body as well as the mind just as their male 

counterparts. Their programs would benefit women by putting them in the same position as men. She rejected the 

popular notion that girls were less active as compared to boys. Having been a mother herself and having raised an 

interacted with girls of all ages, she believed that there was an aspect of philosophical materialism in the way the woman 

thought (Wollstonecraft 110). In her defence of the girl child education, she spends a great deal of time responding to 

Jean-Jacques Rousse a philosopher who believed in the differences in the minds and bodies of girls and boys. She 

responds to Rousseau using her practical experience, showing that she has spent more time with women and girls than 

her counterpart Rousseau. She seeks to argue that there is no difference between girls and boys, and that only the issue 

of sex distinguishes them. There would be no danger in having both girls and boys interact freely in the same room if 

sex did not exist. As a result, she advocated that women's intellectual interests should be treated in the same way as 

men's. having proved that there was no difference between the two She added that the mind of a woman and that of a 

man are structured in the same way, and the difference in terms of intellectual capability exists concerning the absence 

or presence of education. 

She begins her fight for women's education by defending the role of the woman in the home. She recognizes the 

importance of women participating in family life and creating a happy home. She does, however, mention that the house 

should not be secluded from public life, as this was a frequent practice during her day. She saw the house as an 

appropriate environment for a woman's social and civic life and thus maintained that public life is very important to 

individuals as well as fast in this essence. Wollstonecraft maintains that men and women both have critical roles to play 

in the family set up This beginning provided a good foundation for Wollstonecraft to coin the idea of women's education 

in the paragraphs that followed Wollstonecraft believed that the knowledge of the young ones was a primary 

responsibility of the women, and therefore to correctly perform this duty, they also needed to have an education. She 

discusses the woman as an individual to whom a lot of responsibilities have been bestowed and among them, ensuring 

that the children get a good education. She asserted that educating women strengthened marriages by making women 

independent, thereby leading to a more stable relationship (Falco 03). She believed that stable marriages are those where 

the woman is educated. According to Wollstonecraft, the key to a successful relationship is educating the woman 

because women needed to have the skills that their male counterparts had in order to keep the marriage in the balance. 

This form of stability may also provide a good opportunity for children to get an education too. Wollstonecraft makes 

it clear in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman that women have the ability to be men's equals. Because of this 

ideology, it makes no sense considering the education of women as less important to that of men. 
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Wollstonecraft advocated for the development of national establishments, which provide room for the removal of 

education matters from the parental choice that was overly single-sided. Nationalizing education was a way of setting 

states on the task of creating policies and allocating resources that promote equality in education. Wollstonecraft's 

arguments set the stage for the discussion of critical matters of equitable education that wipes away the gender-based 

discrimination that had been extensively experienced in the field of education in the 18th Century. She proposed that 

girl child education should not be relative to boy child education and should, therefore, be handled with equality, 

alongside each other. (Wollstonecraft 159) Wollstonecraft asserted that men discriminate against women and have 

refused to grant them access to education because they fear what the women would be capable of once they receive an 

education like the men. This point enabled men to rethink their position with regard to educating girls. She accepts the 

idea that women should participate in the provision of leisure in relationships, but this must not bar them from the 

pursuit of equal education opportunities. For both men and women to fulfil their roles perfectly, women, to need to have 

a good education that matches the required standards of civilization 

A look at the current society indicates that Mary Wollstonecraft presented ideas that have since been implemented. The 

current education system is not based on naturalization but places a huge emphasis on educating people of all genders 

in an equal manner. Today, education is a constitutional right for the girl child as well as for the boy child. 

Discriminations against the girl child in terms o education have become so rare even in some of the societies that may 

be considered less civilized in Africa, Asia, or Latin America the current education system borrows a lot from the ideas 

of Mary Wollstonecraft because she had envisioned a society where boys and girls would have equal access to education. 

The modern education system has empowered women so much that the boy child is almost being forgotten. 

Emancipation has been realized across the board, and this has led to the rising of some of the most powerful women in 

society. A good example of an emancipated, powerful, and empowered woman is Angela Merkel of Germany who was 

named by Forbes as the most powerful woman in eight straight years prior to 2015 (Owusu-Gyamfi 192) Another 

example is Hillary Clinton, who has remained a key political figure in the politics of the United States Democratic Party 

Ruth Dreifuss, another highly educated woman, became the first of her gender to be declared the president of 

Switzerland. The impacts of women education and emancipation have been realized in many continents of the world, 

indicating that most of the ideas proposed by Mary Wollstonecraft about the education of women have come to pass. 

Wollstonecraft was overly feminist in her tone, but she succeeded in her attempts to justly the importance of women's 

education. She remains one of the essential contributors to the fight for the emancipation of women since of her 

advocacy have been experienced in modern society. Currently, both boys and girls have an equal chance of access to 

education. 

 

Conclusion  

In the light of Mary Wollstonecraft, this book examines a new perspective on women's emancipation. Her ideology, 

thoughts, and deeds opened the path for a more inclusive and just society. With her seminal treatise "The Truth of the 

Rights of Woman," Mary Wollstonecraft challenged traditional standards and pushed for women's rights, education, and 

equal opportunity. Her emphasis on reason, education, and the necessity for women's agency created the groundwork 

for feminist philosophy and the women's empowerment movement. Her views and beliefs are invaluable to the modern 

women's empowerment movement. By acknowledging Wollstonecraft's historical grounds, we may build on his legacy 

and continue the goal of a more inclusive and just society. Eliminating gender inequities, fostering education and 

empowerment, nurturing relationships, and challenging social conventions that limit women's agency and potential are 

all necessary steps. The new approach to women's empowerment inspired by Wollstonecraft's work serves as a poignant 

reminder of the progress and work ahead. We may continue to work toward a more powerful, egalitarian, and 

compassionate society for women by accepting her values and adapting them to the modern environment. 
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