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ABSTRACT: Education is our fundamental right. Society and nation are improved through education. Therefore, the 

structure of education is very crucial. Accordingly, the policy is changed with time and demand. NEP 2020 is based on the 

fundamental pillars of access,equity Affordability and Accountability. NEP is focused on bringing out the students’ 

individual talents. The NEP is emphasized on education of the schools and colleges and universities education and making 

it more holistic,flexible,multidisciplinary and appropriate for the need of the 21st century. It focuses on making education 

accessible to everyone and elevating socially and economically disadvantaged groups. The present researcher analyzed the 

Background and major principles of NEP-2020. Researcher is discussing the Structural Transformations in New Education 

Policy-2020.The researcher explores the  theoretically the challenges & opportunities in NEP 2020. he was used qualitative 

data such as primary sources as NEP-2020 by Government of India (MHRD) and secondary sources of data as 

journals,magazines,research articles,other publications etc. 
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INTRODUCTION:  

 

On July 29th, India witnessed the light of the New Education Policy 2020, which was approved by the Modi 2.0 government. The 

country waited 34 years for this document to be ratified. As COVID-19 has presented numerous obstacles to educational institutions, 

it remains to be seen how much this new strategy will influence the country's needs. The style of teaching and learning has shifted. 

Offline teaching is now available online. New tools and courses have gained attention, opening up new avenues for exploration.  In 

all this New Education Policy has come in a time when the reducing GDP in the world is a matter of concern.  

Since India's independence in 1947, the Union government has established a number of educational programs and commissions to 

enhance the country's education system and illiteracy rates. The first National Education Policy was established in 1968, and it was 

later revised in 1986 and 1992. After almost three decades a revolutionary change was brought to the Indian Education system by 

the formulation of National Education Policy 2020. It aims for an Indian education system that focuses directly on transforming our 

nation sustainably. 

The Draft NEP examines curricular content reduction in order to improve vital learning and critical thinking. It also mentions a 

curriculum reform for the first time. The primary difference is in the educational framework, which has been changed from a 10 + 

2 + 3 system to a 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 system. This is an endeavor to maximize learning depending on children's cognitive development. 

On July 29, 2020, the government passed a NEP with the goal of introducing various reforms to India's current education system. 

The NEP 2020 is both appropriate and liberal, and it represents a substantial advancement in our educational system. 

 

BACKGROUND:  
 

The NEP 2020 supersedes the 1986 National Policy on Education. A committee chaired by former Cabinet Secretary T. S. R. 

Subramanian began the consultation process for the New National Education Policy in January 2015. A panel chaired by former 

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) chairman Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan submitted the draft NEP in 2019 based on the 

committee report in June 2017.The Ministry of Human Resource Development later issued the Draft New Education Policy (DNEP) 

2019, which was followed by a number of public discussions. The Draft NEP weighed in at 484 pages. In developing the draft 

policy, the Ministry engaged in a thorough consultation process: "Over two lakh suggestions from 2.5 lakh gram panchayat, 6,600 

blocks, 6,000 Urban Local Bodies(ULBs),676districts were received."  

 

PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY, 2020  

 There should be no clear distinctions between sciences, curricular and extracurricular activities, and vocational and academic. 

 multifaceted and holistic education should be implemented to prepare for a multifaceted world. 

 Education should be flexible enough to allow each learner to select subjects of their own choosing. 

 Instead of rote learning as well as exam preparation, the emphasis should be on conceptual understanding. 

 Education should give emphasis in creativity and critical thinking, as well as ethics and human & Constitutional values and 

on life skills.  

 Evaluation should be formative regularly more than summative. 

 In education, there should be respect for diversity and respect for the local context.  

 All educational decisions should be based on full equity and inclusion. 
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OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY :  

 To discuss the Structural Transformations in New Education Policy  

 To explore theoretically the challenges & opportunities in NEP 2020.  

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  
This study is the descriptive study. Secondary data has been collected for the purpose of the study. Data has been collected form 

the official website of ministry of education, published research papers, articles, newspapers and various others websites.  

 

ANALYSIS OF THE STUDY 

STRUCTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS IN NEW EDUCATION POLICY 

 

Under the National Educational Policy (1986) education structure was 10+2 but to understand the importance of pre primary 

education the structure of education has revised as 5+3+3+4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Stage: Before the first grade, three years of play-based education are gradually introduced. Students will gain 

information in this stage through activity-based learning, which will help in their cognitive, emotional, and social development.  

Preparatory Stage: This stage gradually introduces formal classroom learning through play, exploration, and various teaching 

approaches. It will also focus on reading, writing, speaking skills, physical education, art, language, science, and math.  

Middle Stage: This stage focuses on the experiential learning approach, that helps in the development of pupils' abstract thinking 

abilities. Students are introduced to the semester system, and yearly two-class level exams are held. 

Secondary stage: This level gradually introduces diverse disciplines and is based on a subject-oriented pedagogical and curriculum 

approach. 

Under-graduation Stage : Undergraduate degrees in all subjects will be three or four years prolonged, with numerous exit 

possibilities such as a certificate after first year, a diploma after second year, or a Bachelor's degree after third year. A four-year 

undergraduate degree program including majors, minors, and research projects is desirable. 

Post-graduation Stage : The Master's degree consists of a one-year program for students with four years of bachelor's degree, a 

two-year program for students with three years of bachelor's degree, and an integrated five-year program with a concentration on 

high-quality research in the final year. The Masters degree will include a substantial research component to develop professional 

competence and prepare students for a research degree. 

Research Stage : The research stage consists of conducting high-quality research leading to a Ph.D. in any core topic, 

multidisciplinary subject, or interdisciplinary subject for a minimum of three to four years for full-time and part-time study, 

respectively. During their Ph.D., individuals should take an 8-credit course in teaching/education/pedagogy linked to their Ph.D. 

field. The previous one-year M.Phil program has been phased out. 

Higher Education  

1. The bachelor's degree would have a flexible departure and with a four-year curriculum. A one-year course will give 

certification, a two-year course will award a certificate, a three-year course will grant a bachelor's degree, and a four-year 

course will contain research and results relevant to the subject being studied.  

2. The national testing organization's requirement to organize a common admission exam for colleges and institutes in addition 

to NEET and JEE.  

3. The Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC), which provides funds to universities. This will replace AICTE and UGC.  

4. Since it acted as a connection between the master's and doctorate programs, the Master of Philosophy program will terminate.  

5.  The National Research Foundation (NRF) will be founded to promote inventions and research. 

6.  The foreign universities to set their campuses in our country and vice versa.  

 

CHALLENGES ASSOCIATED WITH NEW EDUCATION POLICY IN INDIA 
While India's New Education policy (NEP) brings in a number of educational system innovations that hold tremendous potential, 

the program also confronts a number of challenges that must be solved. 

Implementation at the grassroots level:One of the major issues that must be addressed is the proper implementation of the NEP 

at the grassroots level, which includes schools, universities, and educational institutions from a range of geographical locations and 

socioeconomic backgrounds. Because different sections of the country have differing levels of infrastructure, resources, and 

administrative capacity, ensuring that the policy is implemented effectively and uniformly across the country will be a significant 

effort. 

Adequate funding and resource Allocation: Adequate finance and resource allocation are required for the NEP to be implemented 

effectively. However, if there are budgetary constraints and other competing priorities in the education sector, it may be difficult to 

Age 

Group 
Education 

structure 
Stages Class 

3-8 5 Foundation stage 3 year play and class 1,2 

8-11 3 Preparatory stage 3,4,5 

11-14 3 Middle stage 6,7,8 

14-18 4 Secondary stage 9,10,11,12 
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dedicate adequate resources for infrastructure expansion, teacher training, curriculum reform, and technology integration. A solid 

and long-term funding structure is crucially necessary for the successful implementation of the strategy.  

Teacher training and Capacity Building: The need of continuous education and training for educators is emphasized in the 

National Education Policy (NEP). However, because there are so many teachers across the country, implementing comprehensive 

teacher training programs on a big scale is challenging. This creates a problem. It is critical that educators have adequate training 

in pedagogical methodologies, technological integration, and creative teaching approaches in order to properly execute the reforms 

envisioned in the NEP.  

Resistance to change: When trying to enact big reforms in the educational system, you could encounter resistance from a range of 

stakeholders. Parents, administrators, and educators are some of these stakeholders. As you attempt to adjust to new teaching 

strategies, assessment methods, and evaluation techniques, you can encounter resistance or skepticism. In order to properly execute 

the National Energy Policy (NEP), it is imperative to overcome this opposition and get the cooperation of several stakeholders via 

efficient communication and awareness campaigns. 

Monitoring and Evaluation: Determining the NEP's effectiveness and monitoring its advancement will be challenging. 

Establishing a robust monitoring and evaluation framework is essential to tracking implementation, identifying bottlenecks, and 

measuring results. Systematic approaches for data collection, analysis, and reporting must be adopted in order to achieve this. 

Creating appropriate metrics and assessment techniques is essential to assessing the policy's effectiveness in achieving its objectives 

and deciding whether to keep it in place or not. 

Bridging the digital divide : The National Education Policy emphasizes the importance of digital technology in the classroom. 

Nonetheless, significant effort still to be done to ensure that individuals in all locations have equitable access to technology and 

internet connectivity, particularly in more rural and economically challenged areas. Closing the digital gap is an important step that 

must be made to ensure that all students have the same opportunities to benefit from technology-facilitated learning. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES IN NEW EDUCATION POLICY IN INDIA  
The New Education Policy, often known as NEP, in India has opened the door to a number of options that have the potential to alter 

the educational landscape.  

Holistic and Multidisciplinary Learning: The New Education Paradigm emphasizes education that is broad and interdisciplinary. 

It offers the opportunity of shifting from a tight and segmented curriculum to one that is more flexible and inclusive. A system like 

this would encourage students to study several subjects and build a wide range of skills. Students who are taught in this manner 

may benefit from greater creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities. 

Focus on Early Childhood Education: The NEP recognizes the importance of early childhood education and strives to ensure that 

all children learn the basic reading and numeracy skills required for success in life. This emphasis on education throughout the early 

childhood years provides an opportunity to lay a strong educational foundation and improve learning outcomes gained later in 

formal education. 

Vocational Education and Skill Development: The New Economic Program (NEP) places a major emphasis on vocational 

education and skill development in order to bridge the gap between education and employability. It suggests combining vocational 

training and the development of practical skills into the educational curriculum, so preparing students for the job market and 

encouraging them to undertake entrepreneurial enterprises. 

Technology Integration and Digital Learning: The National Education Policy (NEP) acknowledges the importance of technology 

in education and urges educators to use it into their teaching methods. This provides an opportunity to use digital technology, online 

resources, and e-learning platforms to increase students' accessibility, engagement, and ability to adapt their educational experiences. 

Furthermore, it enables remote learning and gives access to high-quality education in areas with minimal infrastructure. 

Teacher training and professional development: The NEP acknowledges teachers' major contribution to the educational system. 

It offers the opportunity to invest in comprehensive teacher training programs, support continued professional development, and 

improve teaching abilities. Teachers who have obtained proper training are better equipped to integrate new curriculum, use 

innovative teaching methods, and give pupils with a quality education. 

 Research and innovation: The National Education Policy (NEP) fosters a culture of inquiry, experimentation, and evidence-based 

practices in order to support research and innovation in the area of education. This provides a chance to create an atmosphere that 

encourages educational research, encourages educational institutions to adopt novel teaching-learning techniques, and allows for 

the development of new educational technology and tools. The ecosystem is also known as an educational innovation ecosystem.  

Inclusive Education : The National Education Program emphasizes inclusion and attempts to provide fair educational opportunities 

for all pupils, regardless of socioeconomic status, gender, or disability. It provides the opportunity to address imbalances in access, 

participation, and learning outcomes, ensuring that impoverished and marginalized parts of society have equitable access to high-

quality educational opportunities. 

Dramatic Change: If the NEP is able to capitalize on these opportunities, it has the potential to bring about substantial changes in 

India's education system. These reforms will support holistic development, stimulate 21st-century skills, boost employability, and 

provide an inclusive and fair education for all students. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

 

Education is an essential and vital component of every society's and country's overall development, and a comprehensive national 

education strategy is designed to address this requirement.  The new policy is admirable in its aim, but implementing it will be 

difficult. Functional problems may arise during its implementation, which must be resolved. Education is a nation's backbone. To 

improve the overall education system, a strong, well planned and systematic education policy is very much crucial. After 
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Independence, union government of India has formed National Education Policy 1968, 1986, 1992. After that time, no single 

National Educational policy developed. After three decades National Education Policy 2020 has came and it has brought so many 

changes in present Indian education system from pre school level to higher education level. This policy has given emphasize on 

every stage of education including pre schooling. This policy has established an educational system, namely 5+3+3+4. It has also 

altered the examination procedure and emphasized Indian traditional culture. As a result, India has the world's youngest population, 

and the country's future depends on providing these children with high-quality educational opportunities. 
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