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Abstract: The great andamanese tribe is the main inhabitants of Andaman and nicobar islands, they are deep black in 

colour with curly hair, their food habits,dressing ,rituals are different from other tribes ,they believe in “puluga”who is the 

cause of everything for their lives ,they believe in “monogamy” marriage is a special occasion they consider ,they have their 

special funeral process also. The “ battle of aberdeen ”made  tremendous change in  their nomadic life after the battle with 

britishers   they settled themselves in Strait island(A Island of A&N Islands) in andaman and nicobar itself ,presently they 

are in close contact with local people ,The Administration has given them with many benefits such as Education facility,Govt. 

Job and other health and wellness schemes have been launched for them. They visit local markets and communicate with a 

few local people . The aim of this paper is to showcase the present scenario of these tribes and preserve their close to extinct 

tradition and culture. Their interaction with localities of A&N islands had made several changes and impacts in their 

life,they have indulge in unparliamentary habits and practices.therefore their natural way of lifestyle and livelihood should 

be preserved . 
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Introduction: The land called as an archipelago surrounded by the sea of Bay of Bengal, once upon a time tribes roaming here 

naked with few leaves wearing as a costume. The Islands has rich flora and fauna where aborigines live together called Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands The Islands have six types of tribes, among them the great Andamanese tribes are the original inhabitants of 

the Andaman Islands, their history  has not been well documented . If we date back to thousands of years they have a long and 

steady history of inhabiting these islands. 

 

Tribe 
The term “Tribe”usually used to denote a group of people who  belong to the primitive condition of leading  life ,their way of living 

life like nomades ,believe in day -today's hunting gatherers life ,sometimes ferocious in nature and they have not been given proper 

education from a formal setting .The original inhabitants of andaman and nicobar island divided into two different groups like 

“Negrito”and “Mongoloids ”.Great Andamanese are the most advanced group among the Negrito tribes of  the islands ,they are the 

only  tribe who was very quick in contacting the local people or outsiders ,but other tribe namely  “jarawa” they didn't like to come 

in contact with the local people . 

 

Appearance 

The original inhabitants of the  Andaman islands were a race of negritos of small or natural height ,the  average height of a male 

great andamanese  is about four feet eleven  inches and females are of  four feet seven inches . They are deep black in colour with 

closely curled or spring woolly hair . Being a nomadic tribe the great andamanese do not build large or permanent houses or huts . 

A community or village consists of  14 to 15 huts capacity of about 50 to 80 members and arranged in the form of an oval shape 

the centre of which is kept clean for dancing ground. 

They separated their huts with two different sections, one side alloted for  the male members of the group and another side for the 

female members of the community . In each hut a fire is a more essential part to keep their huts warm  and outside the hut there is 

a place for storing  sufficient  food . 

 

Utensils  
Great andamanese cooking pots are different in shapes and sizes ,some cooking pots are pointed  where others round in shape . Iron 

has important metal to be used; it was  easily found from ship -wrecks . Different kinds of baskets are made from bamboo. They 

made their sleeping mats through strips of cane bark . They made their ornaments with skull ,jawbones ,and other parts of the bone 

from a dead body and they used to wear shells  as an  ornament. 

 

Food habits 

 Great andamanese are hunter gatherers ,but they have some selected sea and wild food like sea fish ,turtle ,iguana ,wildcat, shells 

and roots of different plants and varieties of different wild fruits ,seeds and honey  ,some people believe that they are cannibals  but 

in reality they are not cannibals ,they cooked their food in a high temperature and eat warm food instead of cold stale food . 

 

Attire and jewels  
The history of Andaman and Nicobar islands are great examples of our tribes, sometimes called an island of nakedness ,once the  

great Andamanese were roaming naked everywhere, hardly women wearing wild long leaves around their upper portion of their 

http://www.ijrti.org/


                                © 2023 IJRTI | Volume 8, Issue 12 | ISSN: 2456-3315 

 

IJRTI2312007 International Journal for Research Trends and Innovation (www.ijrti.org) 40 

 

body . They used to wear shells also  , they buried the dead body and  after three months they collected the remains of the bones 

after decaying and  made them into several pieces and used to wear them as precious jewellery. 

 

Set believes( Dogmas)  

 The great Andamanese have a strong belief of supernatural  powers “puluga” who is the ultimate cause of everything they believe 

,and all the things directly or indirectly connected to heaven ,they believe the spirit of the woods and the spirits of the sea and all 

the destruction happens through some evil spirit . They believe in God and the ultimate reality is ‘sky’  . They consider the place 

where they live to be at the top of the area ,therefore they choose to settle themselves at the highest peak in this island, “saddle 

peak”. They are strong belief about heaven and hell they thought that after the death of a person his /her soul go under the earth 

.They consider that the god “puluga” has a wife and a family both have  one son and many daughters ,the two spirit forest and the 

sea also have wives and families .They believe that sun is the wife of the moon and all the stars are their children  roaming near 

“puluga” the god . They drew a figure named “Tomo”, the man who introduced fire. 

 

Customs and rituals  

Apart from food habits and other physical work, sports and other entertaining activities are given much priority in their day today 

lives . They have their own occupation like making their own weapons ,bows and arrows, harpoons and spears ,string and nets 

,bamboo baskets ,mats ,cooking pots etc . 

 

Marriage  
Marriage is an integral part of the lives of great andamanese tribe , parents are the responsible for the marriage of their young son 

and daughter ,they believe in “monogamy” when the young couple are liked to each other their parents are discussed about their 

community and they made a new hut for the newly couple ,they have a special procession for their marriage ,first the bride groom 

are roaming around the jungle after a long running they both pretend to feel hesitate at last  bride brought in the grooms lap and 

force him to seat . This procession is the tradition of their community tribe ,first a few weeks they feel shy to each other then after 

they settle themselves . 

 

Dance  
Apart from hunting and other activities ,Great Andamanese have their special rituals “dance”,dancing forms are an interesting part 

of their life ,they gather every evening and dance ,it continues an hour long and it's a ceremony they celebrate consisting of four 

days . 

 

Funeral process  

Great Andamanese have a different set of beliefs and their way of living also varies from other tribes from Andaman islands   . 

They have a special and interesting funeral or burial process if any immature or baby will died that babies are buried under the floor 

of their parents hut and adults are buried far from the main area and buried in a shallow grave and show great honour and respect 

to that particular dead body ,after three month they collected the bones from that decaying and cut into pieces and used as an 

important ornaments .They believe in god and ultimate reality is sky,they never think for tomorrow . 

 

Changing scenario  

 The battle of aberdeen  makes a negative impact of the the lives of great andamanese tribe ,Andaman and nicobar island fully 

captured by the britishers, these tribe was the first settlements of these land so they are not satisfied by the crude rules and regulations 

by the english people .on 6 april 1859 they attack britishers using bows and arrows that time three convicts were killed ,one was 

badly wounded and five are critically injured ,it's not an end of the battle between the gun and the hand made bow and arrows, one 

ideology consists of black uneducated wild way of life another side with modern gun with high collar power, fully prepared with 

educated mindset . 

It's not about the end journey of the battle ,the second attack took place by the Great andamanese after eight days later on 14th april 

1859,this time they depart themselves in two different groups lot of bloodsheds ,gun fight ,bow and arrows ,conspiracy under it 

,again three great andamanese are killed by the britishers and badly injured six others . 

This attacked it not the end result of the battle ,after it all the tribes burst into tears and make a conspiracy they scattered different 

parts of the forest and again on 17th may 1859 after three day they attacked again the britishers this battle named as an “Battle of 

Aberdeen”one side people from stone age with bow and arrows and another side officers with rifles and naval guns . 

Andaman,s  history can be drawn that bloodshed ,tear ,violence and pathetic screaming ,this significant battle can give us the detail 

description of Great andamanese race for liberation of their homeland , this war called as an “Andamanese war of independence 

”and the great example of clock tower which is stand still the heart of port blair in andaman and nicobar island . 

 

Present scenario  

The main island where the Great Andamanese resides at first called as an “Strait island ” later they migrated in south andaman port 

blair because of various reasons like job opportunities,medical facilities and other occupational related matters . 

According to the census from department of tribal welfare and department of anthropology in the month of  february 2010 they're 

only 52 in numbers due to various reason is their natural nomadic life get affected, the main notion of being modernization like 

consuming alcohol and other poor practise ,their natural standard of life get affected,loss of hunting area because other tribes  also 

captured their nearby area .In 2020 the number will increase from 52 to 59. 
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Language  
The present status is that ,most of the      great andamanese are using hindi language for communication outside of their community 

,in between the community they are using their own language named “Great Andamanese creole ”. 

 

Food habits  

Being an educated and settled way of leading life, the great Andamanese eat rice and other vegetables with proper cooking ,they 

engage in some agricultural work   for their own needs ,they run poultry farms to run their  daily life . They eat sea fish ,crab,prawn, 

pork ,chicken and other edible things with different kinds of fruits like us.Now they smoke beedi ,cigarettes and chew betel leaves 

and tobacco . 

 

During covid -19  
During covid -19 out of 59 Great andamanese from strait island from andaman and nicobar island ,10 had contracted the covid -19 

and after check up  they separated from the large group and shifted to quarantine home ,out of 10 ,six recovered quickly and another 

four send again quarantine and sifted them from portblair to strait island ,this all 10 actually visit port blair for job,and later on those 

four also recovered . 

 

Conclusion  
The Great andamanese tribe resides the island called “strait island ”from andaman and nicobar ,now they become modern and 

educated, their food habit like us ,they used to eat different kinds of salty fish ,pork ,chicken etc ,they used to smoke beedi and 

cigarette and chewing pan and tobacco ,their way of dressing also like us ,normally they used to wear t -shirts half trousers ,full 

trousers ,cap etc ,for women they used to wear suit ,t- shirts ,nighty etc . 

The occupation they followed by hunting wild pigs ,turtle ,prawn ,crab from Andaman sea ,and fruits from the markets as well as 

wild fruits also ,they collected honey directly from the forest . 

They used to make bamboo baskets and other usable materials to sell ,some great andamanese now work in a government sector 

offered by the Andaman and Nicobar administration . 

There is a separate department for the wellbeing of tribal communities called “AAJVS ”-Andaman adim janjati vikas samiti formed 

at the year 1976,Which is formed by the govt.of india to upgrade the lifestyle of tribal people ,they provide rice and other ration 

items, vegetable ,farming materials ,hunting equipment ,dress ,and other needy things ,like medical facilities etc . 
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