© 2024 IJRTI | Volume 9, Issue 12 December 2024 | ISSN: 2456-3315

A Comparative study on Verbal inflection of
Rajbangsi Language of undivided Goalpara
District and Assamese Language

- Dr. Bulu Kumar Roy
2 Dr. Azizur Rahman

- Assistant Professor, Department of Assamese Girls’ College, Kokrajhar

Abstract : The Rajbangsi or Koch-Rajbangsies are recognised as the indigenous group of people of Assam
in general and of Goalpara in particular. Ethnically they are belong to greater Mongolian stock of North-
eastern India but from linguistic point of view, they are belong to Aryan group. They are believed to be one
of the earliest group of Mongolian Stock who had come into direct contact with the Austric people here besides
also experiencing the significant Aryan influence in this region. As a result they have developed certain
distinct characteristics. Over time they embraced Aryan culture and language by giving up their traditional
Mongoloid culture and language. In course of time they identified themselves as the follower of Aryan culture
and Language. Due to the above fact, though their language is by origin belong to Aryan family, eventually
bears some distinctive features. In the context of Assam and Assamese language, it shares both similarities as
well as differences. Many Assamese scholars view it as a dialectical variation of Assamese in the context of
Assamese Language. However, scholars from Bengal very often claimed Rajbangsi as dialect of Bengali
Language. Contrary to the above the scholars from Rajbangsi community asserted that it is neither a dialect
of Assamese nor Bengali but a distinct separate language. In this context here an attempt has been made to
analysis one important grammatical feature of the Rajbangsi language namely verbal inflection and also to
present a comparative analysis with the Assamese language to determine whether it is a dialect of Assamese
or a separate Language of the region.

Methodology: The proposed study has been carried out with the data collected through field study in the undivided
Goalpara district considering the Majority of Rajbangsi people here. Thus the primary data collected from the extensive
field study. The secondary data has been collected from various published books, Articles. All the data’s collected later

on analysis and place in this studies.

Key word: Rajbangsi Language- ethno dialect of Assamese — western Assamese dialect- goalporiya dialect-koch
Rajbangsi

Main Text:

The language spoken by the majority people of the undivided Goalpara district is known as Rajbangsi dialect or
language. It is by origin an ethnic language and over time accepted by all.G.A Griarson in his masterly work Linguistic
survey of India for the first time coined the term Rajbangsi language. In case of western Goalpara , he mentioned that
this dialect is a separate one and called as Rajbangsi.(G.A. Griarson-1903,p-11) Dr Banikanta Kakati remarked that
the “language of the western Goalpara is an admixture of Rajbangsi” and it is recognised as a dialectical variation of
Assamese. (Dr.B.K. Kakati-1995,p-18). This has asserted the existence of Rajbangsi as a separate dialect. It was an

ethno- language belong to Rajbangsi community but with the advancement of time it has been accepted by all and
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emerged as a common language of all communities of the region. At present due to political and geographical
segmentation the Rajbangsi language identified as a dialect of the dominant language of the concern region. The
Assamese scholars are placed this as a dialect of Assamese and prefer to name it as Goalporiya.( Dr. Upendra nath
Goswami-1990,p—45) Similarly, Bengali scholars are often termed it as a dialect of Bengali.( S. K Chettarji 2011,p-
112). Apart from them the scholars belong to Rajbangsi community projected Rajbangsi as a separate language sprung
from the Magadhi prakrit. ( Dwijendra Nath Bhakat-2004,p-37) The area or region of Rajbangsi language is extended
up to North Bengal, Rangpur district of Bangladesh in the south, and undivided Goalpara district of Assam in the East.
The above mentioned region has been segmented into different geo-political identity. As a result the same language of
the aforesaid region has got different entity in the context of dominant language of the region. As Goalpara has been
merged with Assam and simultaneously, the language of Goalpara fall under the influence of Assamese language and
henceforth it has got the entity as a dialect of Assames. The Assamese scholars are often classified Assamese into two
dialectical groups namely Eastern and Western. The western dialectical group is represented by two distinct dialect
namely Kamrupi of undivided Kamrup and Goalpariya ( =Rajbanshi) of Goalpara district. According to Assamese
scholars the language of Goalpara is spoken by all including Rjbangsis. So it is no longer an ethnic but geographical

dialect ,i.e Goalporiya.

In practice, the Rajbangsi or Goalporiya dialects bear many point of difference with Assamese. In some cases it bears
totally different linguistic features which are not common in standard Assamese or Kamrupi. Highlighting all these
features Bengali scholars are often claiming that it is definitely a dialectical variation of Bengali.(Suniti Kumar
Chettarji- 2011,p-112) . Again, in case of undivided Goalpara, due to influence of the Assamese it has acquired some

different features.

Dr. S. K. Chetterji had reorganised the Eastern Magadhi Apabhrangsha in to four dialectical group viz. —Vanga,
Kamrupi, Radrh and Barendra. The Eastern wave of Magadhi i.e. Kamrupi first entered into the region of North Bengal
including the northern region of present Bangladesh (Rangpur) and Goalpara of Assam. Hereafter it has moved further
east and becomes as Assamese Language. So the Language of Northern Bengal and Assam have been sprung up from
the same origin. But the question is whether the language of North Bengal and Assamese are same or two different
language of same origin. Here, Rajbangsi scholars are in view that the eastern wave of Magadhi Prakrit first emerged
as Rajbanshi and when moves further east become Assamese.( Dwijendra nath Bhakat—2004,p-37). The North Bengal
region extended between Korotowa to Bhoroli remain cut off from Kamrup since around thirteenth century.(Dr. Mohini
Kumar Saikia-1982,p-10) So the socio cultural and political environment influenced and shaped the Rajbanshi language
and got some point of differences from Assamese. Even though there are many points of affinity between both
languages. Particularly in case of Goalpara due to constant influence of Assamese, it has earned more affinities than
that of North Bengal. Further the language in Goalpara has been adopted by other cast and communities. So here, the

Rajbangsi identity is no more a claimable identity for the language

The difference or identical character of a language lies mostly with grammatical or morphological aspect of the
language. Specially the nominal and verbal inflection of a language uphold its distinctiveness. So, the language of
Goalpara shown its distinctiveness and similarity with Assamese in regards to its nominal and verbal inflection. Here,
as an instance the verbal inflection has been discussed with a view to highlight the distinctive features of the language

and also a comparison with Assamese.
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The verbs are the morphological unit that indicates some activity or state of activity. These are known as root morpheme.
The verbal root morphemes are inflected according to number, gender, person, mood, aspect, tense etc. of the subject
when used in a sentence. In Rajbangsi language verbs are inflected according to person of the subject and mood, aspect
and tense of the verb. The verbal inflection is done by adding some affixes to the verb. These are known as verbal root

endings and verbal affixes.

According to time of action there are three nos tense found in this language; these are Present, Past and Future tense.
According to mood there are two moods found here namely imperative and indicative. According to aspect there are

four aspect found in this language. In the following table tense, mood and aspects of Rajbangsi language is given

Tense Moods Aspect
Present Imperative
Indicative Present perfect
Present Continuous
Pat Simple past
Past Perfect
Future

In Assamese, the similar division of tense, moods and aspect has been found. In Assamese the number of Tense is three,
the number of mood is two —imperative and indicative. The number of Aspect is 4 namely Present perfect, present

continuous, simple past, past perfect and future.

The verbal inflection is an important features of a language. The structural characteristics of a language is represent by
verbal inflection. In case of Rajbangsi language the verbs are inflected according to person of the subject only.
Generally, there is no inflection found according to Number and gender of the subject. Even though, in some cases
according to number the verbs are inflected, but this is found as only exception. Similarly for moods and aspect there
are inflection. The root endings and verbal affixes found in this language are given below. Verbal root endings are use
according to person and mood of the subject. On the other hands, the verbal affixes are use according to aspect and

tense. The verbal root endings and affixes of Rajbangsi language are given below:

Tense Name of Mood | Verbal Verbal root endings
and aspect affixes |7t Person | 2nd Person | 3rd Person
Present | Imperative - - 0/en en
Indicative - nli is/-an e
Perfect is n 0/an e
past perfect il n en 0
continuous is-il un en 0
future ib m u/i rlen
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Example :
Tense 1st person 2nd person 3rd person

Sing pirl sing pirl sing pirl
Present- - - tui kha tumra khan uai khaok umira khaok
Imperative-
Present-
Indicative-  mui khap amira khar tui kha/khaisp tumra khao uai khai umra khai
Present-

Perfect-  mui khakispny amira Khaisoy tui khaisp tumra khaisen  uai khaise umra khaise
Simple Past- mui khailup amira khailun  tui khailo tomra khailen  uai khail umra khail

Past Perfect- mui khaisiluyg amira khaisiluy tui khaisilo ~ tomra khaisilen uai khaisil =~ umrai khaisil
Future mui khaim  amira khaim tui khabu tomra khaben  uai khaibe  umira khaibe

The verbal inflection of Rajbangsi language has some unige features. The verbal root endings are differed according to
person only. But in case of second person the change of number causes change of verbal root endings. This is one of
the striking features of this language. In Assamese verbs are inflected similarly according to person of the subject,
Tense, Moods and aspects. The difference of second person in inferior and honorific is also found in Assamese. But the
difference is seen on inflection according to Number of the subject. In Rajbangsi in some cases in plural forms the verb
endings are changed according to number. This is an important fact. Again the verbal endings of Rajbangsi language is

not similar with the Assamese or Kamrupi dialects. The following example reflects the difference with Assamese-

Tense: Present Imperative
Assamese: Rajbanshi :
Singular Plural Singular Plural
2nd person- toi kha tohdt kha 2nd person- tui kha tumra kha
tumi khowa tomalok khowa tuma khan tumra khan
3rd Person — xi khaok xihot khak oi/uai khauk umra khauk

Present indicative

Assamese : Rajbanshi :

Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st Person- moi khao ami khao mui khan amira khar
2nd Person (inf)- toi khap tohdt kha tui khaiso tumra khaisen

(hon)- tumi khowa tomalok khowa tuma khao tumra khao
3rd person xi khai xifdt khai ui khai umra khai
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Present Perfect

Assamese : Rajbanshi :

Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st Person -moi khaiso ami khaisd mui khaison amra khaiser
2nd person (Inf)-toi khaiso tohdt khaiso tui khais tumra khan

(hon) tumi khaisa ~ tomalok khaisa tuma khan tumra khan
3rd person - Xi khaise xihdt khaise uai khai umra khai
Simple Past
Assamese : Rajbanshi
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st Peron- moi khald ami khald mui khailun amira khailen
2nd Person (inf)- toi khali tohdt khali tui khailo tumra khailen

(hon) tumikhala  tomalok khala

3rd person  Xxi khale xihdt khale oi khail umra khail

Past Perfect

Assamese : Rajbanshi :
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st Persone- moi khaisild ami khaisild mui  khaisiloy amra khaisilen
2nd Person (inf)- toi khaisili tohdt khaisili tui khaisilo tumra khaisilen

(hon) -tumii khaisila  tomalok khaisila

3rd person xi khaisil xihdt khaisil pi  khaisil uai khaisil
Future
Assamese : Rajbanshi
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1st Persone- moi kham ami kham mui khaim amira khamu
2nd Person (inf)-toi khabi tohdt khabi tui khais tumra khaiben

(hon) -tumi khaba  tomalok khaba

3rd person xi khabo xihdt khabo pi/uai khaibe umra khaibe

Relation with Assamese:

The verbal inflection as found in Assamese and Rajbangsi present a composite picture. In some cases both have

similarities, on the other hand in some cases both have distinctions. Rajbangsi language possess some distinctive
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features in case of verbal inflection which are not common in Assamese i.e. Standard Assamese and Kamrupi. These

are mentioned below:

A. Similarities:

1. In both Languages verbs are inflected according to person of the subject. As there are three persons in both languages,

concurrently inflection occurred for three persons.
2. No inflection has been found according to gender.

3. The verbal affixes for simple present perfect, past perfect, past perfect and future namely —is,-il,is-il, -ib are similar

in both languages.
4. The number of tenses, moods and aspect are similar.
B. Differences:

The difference found between Assamese and Rajbangsi language, which are totally not merged with each other. These

are-

1. The verbal root endings of Rajbangsi language reflect distinctness compare to Assamese and Kamrupi dialect. A

given in the following table —

Verbal Root endings

Tense person Assamese Kamrupi Rajbanshi
Present Indicative 1st - - -
2M(inf) D p/0-U a
2"(hon) a a an
3 pk pk uk
Present indicative 1st 0 0 DI
2M(inf) D a/ o -
2" (hon) a D p/en
3 e e e,
Present perfect 1st iS-0 is-o/u is-op/is-i
2M(inf) is- p is-p is- plis-is/is-en
2"4(hon) Is-a is-a is-en
3rd Ise Is-e,is-i is-e
Simple Past 1st Il-0 Il-0 Il-up
2M(inf) l-i ll-i [I-i/il-en
2"(hon) Il-a Il-a Il-en
3 -il-e ll-a/il-ak il
Past Perfect 1st Is-il-0 Is-il-0 Is-il-un
2"(inf) Is-il-i Is-il-i/il-a Is-il-u/is-il-en
2"(hon) Is-il-a Is-il-a Is-il-en
3 Is-il-0 Is-il-0 Is-il
Future 1st im Im im
2M(inf) ibi Ib-i/ib-a Ibu/-ib-en
2"d(hon) iba Iba iben
31 ibo ibo ibe
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2. In Rajbangsi, the most remarkable feature is in case of second person, verbal inflection occurred according to number
also. Besides person, verbal root endings also changed with the change of number of the subject e.g. tui kha but plural

tumra khan,tui khalu but in plural tumra khailen,tui kois but tumra kon.

3. The verbal root ending of second person inferior plural is similar with honorific singular and plural form but different

from Assamese and Kamrupi.
Findings:

The above discussion on verbal inflection shows distinction of Rajbangsi language compare to St, Assamese and its
dialect Kamrupi. This distinction is not even found in Bengali Language. The Rajbangsi language, in case of Assam,
often identified as a dialect of Assamese and renamed as Goalporiya or deshi language. But if the language is justified
on the greater geographical context including North Bengal and Rangpur of Bangladesh, it clearly indicates the
existence of a distinct language. This language is no other but Rajbangsi Language. The change of verbal root ending
according to number is not a sporadic feature but can be refer as reminiscence of a distinct language. The language was
originated from the same Magadhi Prakrit, flourish in the region extended between Gangatic and Brahmaputra valley.
But in later period due to influence of the powerful language like Bengali and Assamese it has gradually losing its
distinctive character and later on due to geographical and political fragmentation the language merged with two different

entity namely Assamese and Bengali.

Conclusion:

The Study on Rajbangsi language required extensive study and research. The study on fragmented form is not enough
to ascertain its distinct identity. Only the complete study of the language irrespective of its present status and geo-
political division may provide a solid ground to uphold it as a distinct language. This study surely help to find out the
forgotten tradition of the language and also help to throw new light on the historical development of Assamese and
Bengali language. The present study is only an attempt to peeping down on the unique feature of the language. The
future academicians and scholars would undertake the research work in this regard to establish the distinct linguistic

identity of Rajbangsi language.
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