
© 2025 IJRTI | Volume 10, Issue 12 December 2025 | ISSN: 2456-3315 

IJRTI2512040 International Journal for Research Trends and Innovation (www.ijrti.org) a334 
 

Religion And Sustainable Development In India: 

Intersections Of Faith, Society, And Global 

Challenges. 
NAME: MADHUMITHA.S 

DESIGNATION:2ND YAER DEGREE(BCOM) 

ORGANIZATION: MES COLLEGE OF ARTS, COMMERECE AND SCIENCE, BANGALORE, INDIA. 

madhumithaaachar@gmail.com 

 ABSTRACT                                                                                                          

        This research paper investigates the complex relationship that exists between religion and sustainable development 

in India focusing on how faith, societal structures and global challenges intercept with each other to influence 

development In India. India is a land which is rich in religious diversity and spiritual heritage significantly shaping public 

attitude towards Environmental Conservation social justice and economic welfare. The study examines how religious 

beliefs and practices contribute to promoting Sustainable behaviors and community driven initiatives while also 

addressing the challenges posed by Ragged traditions sectarian divides and resistance to modern development approaches 

drawing on case studies policy reviews and interdisciplinary research the paper highlights the role of religious institutions 

leaders and networks in fostering social cohesion ethical responsibility and grassroot action towards achieving the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The findings over here suggest that integrating religious perspectives into 

sustainable development strategies can enhance participation resilience and inclusiveness providing that policy makers 

are sensitive to cultural nuances and engage with diverse communities constructively. This paper concludes by proposing 

frameworks for collaboration between faith based organization government agencies and civil society actors which build 

a more sustainable and equitable future for India. 
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Introduction: 

        Sustainable development which has emerged as a global imperative addressing pressing concerns such as 

environmental degradation, poverty ,social inequality and public health in India. A nation characterized by 

profound religious diversity and deep rooted spiritual traditions’ role of religion in shaping societal attitudes 

and behaviors towards sustainability is particularly significant. Faith which is not considered as merely a 

personal belief system but also a social force that influences community networks fosters ethical frameworks 

and collective action. Religious institutions practices and teaching often provide moral guidance a sense of 

belonging and avenues for service which can be hardness to promote Environmental Conservation social 

framework and economic resilience at the same time traditional practices also sectarian divisions and resistance 

to change post challenges to aligning faith based approaches with modern development goals as India which 

grapples with global issues such as climate change resource depletion and urbanization it becomes very 

essential for it to explore how religious values intersect with sustainable development efforts this research is 

going to examine how religious beliefs and institutions contribute to or sometimes hinder the achievement of 

sustainable development Goals in the Indian context through an interdisciplinary approach this study 

investigates the potential for collaboration between religious communities civil society and government 

institutions in fostering inclusive ethical and resilient development strategies by recognizing both the strengths 

and limitations of faith based engagement the paper hints to offer insights into how spirituality and societal 
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structures can also be leveraged to address local and global challenges which is going to pave the way for a 

holistic and sustainable future for India. 

Literature Review 

1. Religious Values and Sustainable Development 

Religion plays a significant role in shaping values that influence sustainable development. For instance, 

Hinduism's emphasis on dharma and respect for nature fosters environmental stewardship. Similarly, Jainism's 

principle of ahimsa (non-violence) promotes ecological conservation. These religious teachings encourage 

practices that align with sustainable development goals. 

References: 

Chapple, C. K. (2006). Jainism and Ecology. Oxford University Press. 

Sanford, W. (2013). Gandhi's agrarian legacy: Practicing food, justice, and sustainability in India. Journal for 

the Study of Religion, 26(1), 65–80. 

2. Faith-Based Organizations and Development Initiative 

Faith-Based Organizations (FBOs) in India have been instrumental in implementing development programs 

that address issues like poverty, education, and healthcare. These organizations often leverage religious 

networks to mobilize resources and community participation, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of 

development initiatives. 

References: 

Tomalin, E., & Haustein, J. (2019). Religion and the Sustainable Development Goals. Journal of Religion and 

Development, 8(2), 123–139. 

Modise, J. M. (2023). Ethics, religions, and sustainable development. International Journal of Sustainable 

Development, 12(4), 45–59. 

3. Interfaith Collaboration for Global Challenges 

Interfaith dialogues and collaborations have emerged as crucial platforms for addressing global challenges such 

as climate change and social inequality. In India, religious leaders and communities have participated in global 

summits and initiatives, advocating for policies that integrate ethical considerations rooted in faith traditions. 

References: 

Boorse, D. F., & Sumi, A. A. (2024). Engaging faith-based organizations and scientists in youth-led climate 

action. Sustainable Earth Reviews, 5(1), 1–15. 

Haustein, J. (2021). Religion, populism, and the politics of the Sustainable Development Goals. Social Policy 

and Society, 20(3), 345–358. 

4. Challenges and Critiques 

Despite the positive contributions, the integration of religion into sustainable development faces challenges. 

These include issues of religious inequality, the secularization of development discourse, and the need for 

religious literacy among policymakers. Addressing these challenges is essential for creating inclusive and 

effective development strategies. 

1 Sabates-Wheeler, R. (2024). The place of religious inequalities within international development. World 

Development, 145, 105–118. 

Schliesser, C. (2024). Religion and the Sustainable Development Goals. Religions, 15(3), 337–350. 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2025 IJRTI | Volume 10, Issue 12 December 2025 | ISSN: 2456-3315 

IJRTI2512040 International Journal for Research Trends and Innovation (www.ijrti.org) a336 
 

Religion and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Schliesser, C. (2024). Religion and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Religions, 15(3), 337–350 

2. Engaging Faith-Based Organizations and Scientists in Youth-Led Climate Action 

Boorse, D. F. (2024). Engaging faith-based organizations and scientists in youth-led climate action. Sustainable 

Earth Reviews, 5(1), 1–15. 

3. India-Led Interfaith Initiative Addresses Ecological Challenges 

World Council of Churches. (2025, May 20). India-led interfaith initiative addresses ecological challenges 

through nexus approach. 

4. Faith-Based Organizations and Environmental Conservation 

Modise, J. M. (2023). Ethics, religions, and sustainable development. International Journal of Sustainable 

Development, 12(4), 45–59 

Objectives 

The primary objective of this research is to examine the role of religion in promoting sustainable development 

in India by exploring how faith-based values, practices, and institutions influence societal transformation and 

address global challenges. The specific objectives of the study are: 

1. To analyze how religious beliefs and teachings contribute to environmental conservation, social equity, 

and economic resilience in the Indian content. 

2. To explore the involvement of religious institutions, leaders, and community networks in implementing 

sustainable development initiatives. 

3. To identify the challenges and barriers posed by sectarian divisions, traditional practices, and resistance to 

modern development approaches in integrating religion with sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

4. To assess the effectiveness of faith-based interventions in areas such as poverty alleviation, education, 

healthcare, and disaster management. 

5. To explore how interfaith dialogue and collaboration can strengthen community participation and foster 

inclusive, ethical governance. 

6. To propose strategies and frameworks for policymakers to effectively engage with religious communities in 

planning and executing sustainable development programs. 

7. To highlight the potential of integrating spiritual values with scientific and technological approaches to create 

context-specific, culturally sensitive development models. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY. 

The research methodology opted is collection of data from various sources and also a survey from set of 

students(50 students) which acts as a primary source of data collection. 

TOOLS USED TO ANALYSE DATA. 

Tools used are pie charts and bar charts. 

ANALYSIS OF DATA: 

        This is a collective data collected from around 50 students from various universities. It analyses the 

opinion of students on various issues pertaining to the interrelationship between the religion and sustainable 
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development. The opinion of the students is collectively represented in terms of percentages and presented in 

the form of a table. 

 

CATEGORY RESPONSE OPTION COUNT 

RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES 

SUPPORTING 

ENVIRONMENT 

NON VIOLENCE 15 

 CHARITY AND SERVICE 

TO OTHERS 

15 

 REVERANCE OF NATURE 10 

 SIMPLICITY 12 

PARTICIPATION IN 

COMMUNITY 

ACTIVITIES 

FREQUENTLY 3 

 OCCASIONALLY 9 

 RARELY 8 

 NEVER 6 

BARRIERS TO 

INTERFAITH 

COOPERATION 

POLITICAL 

INTERFERANCE OF 

OTHER RELIGION 

22 

 IGNORANCE ABOUT 

OTHER 

20 

 LACK OF TRUST 13 

 SOCIAL PREJUDICES 8 

SUPPORT FOR 

GOVERNMENT 

PARTNERSHIP WITH 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

STRONGLY AGREE 4 

 AGREE 10 

 NEUTRAL 6 

 DISAGREE 3 

 STRONGLY DISAGREE 4 
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Suggestions for future research: 

1. Exploring Localized Models of Religious Participation in Sustainable Development 

Future research could focus on how particular regions or states within India are integrating religious practices 

with sustainable development programs, identifying best practices and region-specific challenges. 

2. Investigating the Role of Faith-Based Organizations in Climate Change Mitigation 

Studies can explore how different religious communities are responding to environmental challenges like 

deforestation, water scarcity, and pollution, and how faith-driven campaigns can support government and civil 

initiatives. 

3. Understanding the Impact of Religious Education on Sustainable Lifestyles 

Research can examine how spiritual teachings in religious schools and community centers influence attitudes 

and behaviors toward responsible consumption, waste management, and ecological conservation. 

4. Analyzing the Challenges of Aligning Religious Traditions with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

Future work could investigate conflicts between long-standing religious practices and modern development 

frameworks, and how these tensions can be addressed through policy interventions and community dialogue. 

5. Interfaith Collaboration for Disaster Response and Humanitarian Relief 

Studies could explore how different religious groups work together in times of crisis—natural disasters, 

pandemics, or food shortages—and assess how these collaborations contribute to building resilient 

communities. 

6. Role of Women and Youth in Faith-Led Sustainability Movements 

Further research can examine how women and young leaders within religious networks are shaping sustainable 

development initiatives and promoting social inclusion, empowerment, and innovation. 

7. Leveraging Spiritual Values for Ethical Governance and Community Development 

Research can focus on how ethical frameworks derived from religion—such as compassion, service, and non-

violence—can inform governance models and enhance community participation in sustainability efforts. 

Conclusion 

        Religion has always been considered as a social constraint in the Indian society which has also been an 

integral part of India’s social fabric influencing values behavior cultural norms and collective action this 

research demonstrates that faith based beliefs institutions and networks play a significant role in shaping 

sustainable development efforts across the country religious teachings rooted in compassion self restraint 

stewardship of nature and community service provide ethical foundation that can support Environmental 

Conservation social equity and economic resilience at the time the study recognizes that 13 traditional practices 

sectarian divides and resistance to modern approaches can present barriers to inclusive development this is also 

going to examine how religion intersects with global challenges such as climate change poverty and health 

crisis. This paper underscores the importance of fostering collaboration between religious communities civil 

societies and policy makers integrating spiritual values with scientific approaches and policy frameworks 

which is going to offer a pathway towards more holistic culturally sensitive and sustainable solution the 

findings is going to highlight that religious is not only A source of moral guidance but also a powerful tool for 

mobilizing communities and resources in the pursuit of Sustainable Development Goals with thoughtful 

engagement interfaith dialog and inclusive governance. Indias rich spiritual heritage can be harnessed to 

address contemporary challenges and build a resilient equitable and ecological balanced society. 
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